
Department of Planning and Budget 
2022 Fiscal Impact Statement  

 

1. Bill Number:   SB129 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: Morrissey 

 

3.  Committee: General Laws and Technology 

 

4. Title: Cremate; expands definition, alkaline hydrolysis. 

 

5. Summary:    Expands the definition of "cremate" to include reducing a dead human body to 

ashes and bone fragments through alkaline hydrolysis, a water-based process of dissolution 

using alkaline chemicals and agitation known as aquamation. The bill adds "aquamator" as an 

additional term for the existing definition of "cremator." The bill also adds "aquatorium" as 

an additional term for the existing definition of "crematory" or "crematorium" and amends 

the definition to include a facility containing a pressure vessel. Under current law, "cremate" 

means to reduce a dead human body to ashes and bone fragments by the action of fire, and 

"crematory" or "crematorium" means a facility containing a furnace for cremation of dead 

human bodies. 

 

6. Budget Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

7. Fiscal Impact Estimates: Minimal. 

 

8. Fiscal Implications:  The provisions of this bill would not have a fiscal impact on the 

Commonwealth or the Department of Health Professions. Any fiscal impact to conform 

regulations can be handled within existing resources.  

 

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  None. 

  

10. Technical Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

11. Other Comments:  None.  


