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Amendment to SB 110

Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 153:13-a, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by

replacing it with the following:

I. An authorized investigator from the state fire marshal's office, or from any fire

department or law enforcement agency may request an insurance company investigating a fire loss

of real or personal property, building collapse, or an incident involving the release of carbon

monoxide other than from a motor vehicle to release any information in its possession relative

to that loss. The company shall release the information and cooperate with any official authorized

to request such information pursuant to this section. No waiver of an insurance company’s

applicable privilege or claim of confidentiality in the documents, materials, or

information shall occur as a result of such release of information. The information may

include, but shall not be limited to:

Amend RSA 153:13-a, V as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

V. [The recipient of any information furnished pursuant to this section shall hold the

information in confidence and not release it, except to another official referred to in paragraph I,

until such time as its release is required pursuant to a criminal or civil proceeding.] The insurance

company’s papers, documents, reports, or evidence relative to the subject of investigation

under this section shall remain confidential and shall not be subject to public inspection

or disclosure. Further, such papers, documents, reports, or evidence shall be privileged

and shall not be subject to subpoena, discovery, or disclosure in any proceeding other than

the action initiated by the state fire marshal’s office or a law enforcement agency, except

as specifically authorized by court order. For purposes of this section, investigative

materials shall include the testimony of personnel of the insurance company, the state fire

marshal's office, or a law enforcement agency concerning any matter of which they have

knowledge pursuant to a pending investigation.
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AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill authorizes the fire marshal to obtain information from the insurance company when
investigating a fire loss, building collapse, or incident involving the release of carbon monoxide
other than from a motor vehicle. The bill also clarifies the confidential nature of the insurance
company's investigative materials in such cases.


