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Amendment to SB 532-FN

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to prior authorization for substance use treatment.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Substance Use Disorders; Definitions. Amend RSA 420-J:15 to read as follows:

420-J:15 Definitions. In this subdivision:

I. “ASAM criteria” means the latest edition of the Treatment Criteria for Addictive,

Substance-Related, and Co-Occurring Conditions, developed by the American Society of Addiction

Medicine.

II. “Clinical stabilization services” means 24-hour clinically managed post-

withdrawal management treatment for adults or adolescents which may include intensive

education and counseling regarding the nature of addiction and its consequences, relapse

prevention, outreach to families and significant others, and after-care planning, for

individuals beginning to engage in recovery from addiction.

III. “Short-term inpatient withdrawal management” means 24-hour medically

supervised addiction treatment for adults or adolescents provided in medically-managed

or medically-monitored inpatient facilities that provide evaluation and withdrawal

management and which may include biopsychosocial assessment, individual and group

counseling, psychological educational groups, and discharge planning.

IV. “Substance use disorder services” means health care services that are provided to a

covered person as treatment for an addictive substance-related condition, not including treatment

for any condition related to tobacco use.

2 Substance Use Disorders; Prior Authorization. Amend RSA 420-J:17 to read as follows:

420-J:17 Prior Authorization.

I. Whenever substance use disorder services are a covered benefit under a health benefit

plan subject to this chapter, no prior authorization shall be required for the first 2 routine

outpatient visits of an episode of care by an individual for assessment and care with respect to a

substance use disorder.

II. Whenever substance use disorder services are a covered benefit under a health
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benefit plan subject to this chapter, no prior authorization shall be required for short-

term inpatient withdrawal management and clinical stabilization services for up to 24

hours, when prescribed by a clinician trained in the use and application of the ASAM

criteria; provided, that the facility notifies the patient’s health carrier as soon as

practicable after admission of the patient. If the facility fails to notify the patient’s health

carrier as soon as practicable after admission of the patient, the facility shall be

financially responsible for the costs of any services provided by the facility to the patient.

III. Alternatively, a carrier may require prior authorization for the services

described in paragraph II, but only if the carrier has a medical clinician or licensed

alcohol and drug counselor available on a 24-hour hotline to make the medical necessity

determination and assist with placement at the appropriate level of care, and the carrier

provides a prior authorization decision as soon as practicable after receipt from the

treating clinician of the clinical rationale consistent with the ASAM criteria, but in no

event more than 6 hours of receiving such information; provided that after such hotline

determination is made, coverage for substance use disorder services shall be provided at

an appropriate level of care consistent with the ASAM criteria, as defined in RSA 420-J:15,

I.

IV. If an insurance policy does not require prior authorization for short-term

inpatient withdrawal management services or clinical stabilization services, paragraphs

II and III shall not apply.

V. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require coverage for services

provided by a non-participating provider.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2017.
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AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill clarifies prior authorization requirements under the managed care law for substance
use services.


