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Date of Hearing:  June 30, 2021 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Lorena Gonzalez, Chair 
SB 709 (Dahle) – As Amended April 5, 2021 

Policy Committee: Natural Resources    Vote: 11 - 0 

      
      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill authorizes two extensions, of up to two years for each extension, for a timber harvest 

plan (THP) approved between January 1, 2014, and December 31, 2015.    

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Minor state costs. 

 

COMMENTS: 

1) Rationale.  According to proponents of the bill, unprecedented wildfires in California over 
the past few years have caused commercial timber companies to shift to salvage logging – 

the removal of dead or dying trees in wildfire-affected areas – rather than harvesting green 
trees under approved THPs. Mill capacity is not robust enough to handle the volume of 
material generated through salvage operations and the COVID 19 pandemic has caused 

shutdowns and further reduced capacity at timber mills.   
 

This bill extends the operative period of a limited set of previously approved THPs if certain 
conditions are met.  According to state data, CalFire approved 528 THPs between January 1, 
2014, and December 31, 2015, covering 236,319 acres and 431 of those operations wrapped 

up within the five-year term and 97 were granted a two-year extension. Presumably, a subset 
of the 97 will finish operations within the first extension, leaving the remainder eligible for 

the second two-year extension, if this bill becomes law and operations meet other eligibility 
requirements.   
 

2) Background.  THPs are California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) equivalent 
documents that allow for commercial harvesting activities while providing environmental 

protections. THPs consider stream course protections, risk to wildlife and habitat, fire 
protection, water quality and sustainable forest yield, among others.   This bill extends the 
operative period of a limited set of previously approved THPs if certain conditions are met.  

 

This bill does not bypass or circumvent any environmental protections to fast-track new 

commercial operations. Instead, it allows a limited extension of existing operations if all of 
the following are met: 
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a) Good cause is shown. 
b) All timber operations are in conformance with the relevant THP, the Z’berg-Nejedly 

Forest Practice Act, and all applicable rules and regulations. 
c) Species listed under the California Endangered Species Act or the federal Endangered 

Species Act have not been discovered in the logging area since approval of the THP. 

d) Significant physical changes to the harvest area or adjacent areas have not occurred since 
the THP’s cumulative impacts were originally assessed. 

e) A registered professional forester must provide written certification to verify the last two 
conditions.  
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