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Date of Hearing:  August 10, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

SB 1438 (Roth) – As Amended June 29, 2022 

Policy Committee: Business and Professions    Vote: 16 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill extends the repeal date for the Physical Therapy Board of California (PTBC) from 

January 1, 2023, to January 1, 2027.  This bill also authorizes a physician or podiatrist to conduct 

either an in-person or telehealth patient examination and evaluation of a patient’s condition in 

connection with their approval of a physical therapist’s plan of care, and makes conforming 

changes to the required patient notice. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Costs of $7.3 million per year, ongoing, to support the continued operation of the PTBC’s 

licensing and enforcement activities (Physical Therapy Fund).  

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose.  According to the author, “this bill is necessary to make changes to the Physical 

Therapy Act and PTBC operations in order to improve oversight of physical therapy 

professionals.” 

 

2) PTBC.  The purpose of the PTBC is to protect consumers from incompetent, unprofessional, 

and fraudulent practice through regulation of practitioners. The PTBC also establishes and 

clarifies state-specific process and practice standards through administrative rulemaking.  

The laws governing the practice of licensed physical therapists (PTs) and physical therapist 

assistants (PTAs) and the administration of the PTBC are specified in statute and the 

California Code of Regulations.  Currently, the Physical Therapy Act (Act) provides the 

duties of the PTBC, defines the physical therapy scope of practice, and specifies the licensing 

requirements, fees, and penalties for violations of the Act, including unlicensed practice.  The 

Act makes it unlawful to practice, or offer to practice, physical therapy for compensation, or 

claim to be a physical therapist unless licensed by the PTBC.  The PTBC regulates 

approximately 28,000 PTs and 7,800 PTAs. 

Sunset Review.  Each year, the Assembly Committee on Business and Professions and the 

Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development hold joint sunset review 

oversight hearings to review the licensing boards under the Department of Consumer Affairs 

(DCA).  The DCA boards are responsible for protecting consumers and the public and regulating 

the professionals they license.  The sunset review process provides an opportunity for the 

Legislature, DCA, boards, and interested parties and stakeholders to discuss the performance of 

the boards and make recommendations for improvements.  This bill is one of the sunset bills that 
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are intended to extend the repeal date of the boards undergoing sunset review, as well as include 

the recommendations from the sunset review oversight hearings.   

Analysis Prepared by: Allegra Kim / APPR. / (916) 319-2081


