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Date of Hearing:  June 29, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Buffy Wicks, Chair 

SB 1252 (Committee on Housing) – As Amended June 14, 2022 

SENATE VOTE:  37-0 

SUBJECT:  Housing 

SUMMARY:  Makes a number of minor, technical, and clarifying changes to laws related to 

housing and community development.  

EXISTING LAW:    

1) Provides that a homeowners association in a common interest development shall solicit the 

annual notices of each owner and, at least 30 days before making its own specified required 

disclosure, shall enter the data into its books and records. (Civil Code Section 4041(b)(1)) 

2) Defines “affordable housing project” for the purposes of the Housing Accountability act to 

mean a housing development that satisfies both of the following requirements: 

 

a) Units within the development are subject to a recorded affordability restriction for at 

least 55 years; and 

 

b) All of the units within the development, excluding managers’ units, are dedicated to 

lower income households, as defined. (Government Code Section (o)(2)(D)(i)(I) et 

seq.) 

 

3) Specifies that whenever all or a portion of a redevelopment project is developed with low- or 

moderate-income housing units subject to specified conditions, the agency shall require by 

contract or other means that the housing be made available for rent or purchase to the persons 

and families of low or moderate income displaced by the redevelopment project. Those 

persons and families shall be given priority in renting or buying that housing. However, 

failure to give that priority shall not affect the validity of title to real property. The agency 

shall keep a list of persons and families of low and moderate income displaced by the 

redevelopment project who are to be given priority, and may establish reasonable rules for 

determining the order or priority on the list. (Health and Safety Code Section 33411.3) 

 

4) Provides that, notwithstanding Section 33411.3, whenever all or a portion of a redevelopment 

project was developed with low- or moderate-income housing units subject to speified 

conditions, the redevelopment agency’s housing successor shall require by contract or other 

means that the housing be made available for rent or purchase to the persons and families of 

low or moderate income displaced by the redevelopment project and to their descendants. 

Those persons and families shall be given priority in renting or buying that housing. 

However, failure to give that priority shall not affect the validity of title to real property. The 

redevelopment agency’s housing successor shall keep a list of persons and families of low 

and moderate income who are to be given priority pursuant to this section, and may establish 

reasonable rules for determining the order or priority on the list. (Health and Safety Code 

Section 34178.8) 
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5) Defines “limited equity housing cooperative” to mean a corporation organized pursuant to 

specified code sections. For purposes of this division, a limited equity housing cooperative is 

a nonprofit corporation or nonprofit housing sponsor. However, a limited equity housing 

cooperative shall not be deemed to be nonprofit for the purpose of Chapter 10 (commencing 

with Section 50775). (Health and Safety Code Section 50076.5) 

 

6) Directs the Department of Housing and Community Development to establish the Joe Serna, 

Jr. Farmworker Housing Grant Program under which, subject to the availability of funds, 

there shall be made to local public entities, nonprofit corporations, limited liability 

companies, and limited partnerships, and other specified entities. (Health and Safety Code 

Section 50517.5(a)(1)) 

 

7) Specifies that at least 30 percent of the total amount of the grant and the match shall be 

expended on projects, units, or shelters that are affordable to, and restricted for, extremely 

low income households, as defined. No more than 20 percent of the total amount of the grant 

and the match shall be expended on projects or units affordable to, and restricted for, 

moderate-income households. The remaining funds shall be used for projects, units, or 

shelters that are affordable to, and restricted for, lower income households, as defined. 

(Health and Safety Code Section 50843.5(d)(2)) 

 

FISCAL EFFECT:  Unknown 

COMMENTS:   

Author’s statement: According to the author, “The purpose of omnibus bills is to include 

technical and non-controversial changes to various committee-related statutes into one bill. This 

allows the legislature to make multiple, minor changes to statutes in one bill in a cost-effective 

manner. If there is no consensus on a particular item, it cannot be included.” 

Background: An omnibus bill serves an important role in the legislative process by streamlining 

efforts to clean up and clarify statutes into a single bill which contains a number of technical, 

clarifying, and non-substantive changes. While the Office of Legislative Counsel typically 

sponsors a Code Maintenance bill each year to correct technical errors its attorneys have 

identified, some policy committees also choose to run an omnibus bill in which stakeholders can 

propose statutory changes related to codes that fall within the committee’s jurisdiction. Each 

proposal is then vetted with a reviewer pool and consensus items that all parties sign off on are 

eligible for inclusion in the bill.  

The Senate Housing Committee analysis of the April 6, 2022 version of this bill notes that the 

Legislative Analyst’s Office estimated that the cost of producing a bill in 2001-2002 was 

$17,890. Adjusting for inflation that would mean the cost of producing a bill today would be the 

equivalent of approximately $30,230.1 Without an omnibus bill the many provisions in SB 1252 

would each need to be introduced as standalone bills or, in many cases the errors and ambiguities 

in statutes would likely remain uncorrected. As such, an omnibus bill is a cost-effective and 

                                                 

1 Calculated using the CA Department of Industrial Relation’s calculator for CPI for All Urban Consumers between 

February 2002 and February 2022. URL: https://www.dir.ca.gov/OPRL/CPI/CPICalculator/CpiCalculator.aspx 

 

https://www.dir.ca.gov/OPRL/CPI/CPICalculator/CpiCalculator.aspx
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efficient legislative tool to keep the codes up to date through bundling into one vehicle a number 

of minor, technical, and clarifying changes.  

Provisions in this bill: This year’s housing omnibus bill includes the following provisions. The 

proponent of each provision is noted in brackets: 

Section 1, Adding in Missing Cross Reference in Davis-Stirling Act: Section 4041(b)(1) of the 

Civil Code only cross references Section 5300 when it should also include a cross reference to 

Section 5310, because this is the section that contains the requirements for communications from 

the Association and the member’s rights to receive individual notice.  [KSC Sacramento] 

 

Section 2, Housing Crisis Act of 2019 cleanup: correction of the definition of affordable housing 

projects: The Housing Crisis Act of 2019 provided affordable housing projects an additional year 

to start construction before a preliminary application’s vesting expires, but failed to use the 

common definition of affordable housing project that specifies 55 year affordability covenants 

for rental housing and 45 year covenants for owner-occupied housing.  The proposed bill inserts 

the correct definition: at least 55 years for rental housing and 45 years for owner-occupied 

housing.  [Senator Skinner] 

 

Sections 3 and 4, Clarifying eligibility for displaced persons in deed-restricted affordable 

housing:  The 2021 Housing Omnibus bill amendment (AB 1584, Chapter 360, Statutes of 2021) 

included a proposal that sought to return families displaced by redevelopment back to San 

Francisco.  This could be inadvertently interpreted to require that units made available to 

descendants must include descendants that do not qualify for the development based on income 

standards.  The proposed clarification would require any descendant applying for a unit to meet 

the eligibility requirements of the funding source. In order to avoid an inadvertent conflict with 

existing law governing the same subject matter, existing Health & Safety Code section 33411.3 

also should be amended with the same language.  [Public Interest Law Project] 

 

Section 5, Changing outdated reference of “limited housing cooperative”: Health and Safety 

Code Section 50076.5’s definition of “limited equity housing cooperative” has two outdated 

references that need to be corrected.  [HCD Services]    

 

Section 6, Joe Serna Jr. Farmworker Housing Grant Program: Clarify that loan terms (deferred 

loans, interest, 0.42 percent payment for monitoring) are consistent with MHP (multifamily) or 

CalHome (Homeownership), as applicable. Clean-up to changes made by AB 434 to make Serna 

consistent with the AB 434 changes to Transit Oriented Development and Veterans Housing and 

Homelessness Prevention Program.  [Senate Housing Committee] 

 

Section 7, Changes to the statute for the local housing trust fund match program: Existing statute 

requires that 30 percent of program funds be expended in assisting extremely low income 

households. The issue is that calculating the percentage of program funds expended by Area 

Median Income (AMI) is challenging for both grantees and for Department staff.  We are 

requesting that the 30 percent expenditure requirement be for units in a project rather than AMI 

as it is much easier to both plan for and verify that a certain percentage of units are created in 

each AMI bracket.  [Senate Housing Committee] 
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Arguments in Opposition: Opposition to this bill is based entirely on grievances with existing 

law and is germane to SB 1252’s proposed technical clean-up of the Housing Crisis Act of 2019 

(HCA). Specifically, Catalysts for Local Control writes of the HCA, “this law is inadequate 

based on three aspects of trying to set policy looking backwards: 1) Cities permit (they don’t 

build housing). 2) With the high cost of land and labor, developers simply won’t build unless 

there is state funding for low-income and emergency housing.  3) Threats like leveling a $10K 

per housing unit fine, with an option to be increased by a factor of five, is autocratic and 

draconian.” The opposition letter from Catalysts for Local Control does not raise any issues with 

the bill’s proposed clarification regarding the length of deed-restrictions in the HCA and appears 

to instead express a general dissatisfaction with existing law and recent legislative efforts to 

increase oversight of the state’s housing laws.  

Related Legislation: 

SB 1380 (Committee on Judiciary, Chapter 28, Statutes of 2022): Made numerous non-

substantive changes to the codes by recommendation of the Legislative Counsel's office. 

AB 1584 (Assembly and Community Development Housing Committee, Chapter 360, Statutes of 

2021): Made minor, technical and clarifying changes to statutes related to housing, community 

development, and landlord-tenant laws.  

SB 1030 (Senate Committee on Housing, Chapter 165, Statutes of 2020): Made non-

controversial changes to sections of law relating to housing. 

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

None on file. 

Opposition 

None on file. 

Analysis Prepared by: Sandra Nakagawa / H. & C.D. / (916) 319-2085


