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Bill Summary:  Senate Bill 1090 would expand the definition of “current or former foster 
child or youth” in the Family Urgent Response System (FURS) to include children or 
youth who are subject to a petition declaring them a dependent child of the juvenile 
court, under a voluntary program of supervision or voluntary placement agreement, and 
who have exited foster care for any reason 

Fiscal Impact: Staff notes indeterminate, ongoing costs (hundreds of thousands, 
General Fund) for the CDSS to receive additional calls to the hotline. This estimate is 
based on an assumption of an expanded population eligible to be served through the 
FURS program. This bill would increase the tasks and administrative time required for a 
presumed increase in volume of mobile responses provided for a county FURS Mobile 
Response Team. Many counties do operate their local FURS mobile response teams 
through utilizing staff from existing child welfare, behavioral health, and probation 
departments. To the extent there is an increase in caseload of eligible individuals who 
call into the hotline absent an increase in appropriation, those counties could see a 
greater impact, compared to counties who have contracted their FURS Mobile 
Response to a community-based program.  

Background:  Senate Bill 80 (Chapter 27, Statutes of 2019) established, and AB 79 
(Assembly Committee on Budget, Ch. 11, Statutes of 2020) expedited, the FURS 
program. The FURS is a coordinated state, regional, and county-level, 24 hours a day/7 
days a week toll-free hotline, which provides current and former foster children, youth, 
and caregivers immediate assistance in crisis. The CDSS operates the statewide 
hotline, in which, state hotline workers will assess the situation and connect the caller—
a current or former foster child or youth, or a caregiver—if applicable, with the 
appropriate county-level mobile response system. Based on existing figures, about 1 in 
5 state hotline calls results in a call to mobile response. At the county level, counties 
maintain these mobile response systems, which must be ready to respond within one to 
three hours for urgent situations, and 24 hours in non-urgent situations. Once a mobile 
response system receives a referral from the statewide hotline, the mobile response 
system provides in-person conflict resolution, de-escalation techniques, and/or referrals 
of services. 
 
The current definition of “current or former foster youth” for the FURS program includes 
a child or youth, until they attain 21 years of age, who: 

 Is the subject of a petition to place them under the jurisdiction of the juvenile 
court; 

 Adjudicated to be under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court as a dependent child 
of the court or as a ward of the court and is served by a county child welfare 
agency or probation department; 
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 Has exited foster care, including due to reunification, guardianship, or adoption; 

 As a youth, exited foster care but remains within the general jurisdiction of the 
juvenile court under provisions extending jurisdiction until age 21.1 

Proposed Law:   Senate Bill 1090 would expand the definition of “current or former 
foster child or youth” for the FURS program to include:  

 

 A child or youth for whom the child welfare agency undertakes a voluntary 
program of supervision in lieu of juvenile court jurisdiction; 

 A child or youth who is the subject of a voluntary placement agreement; 

 A child or youth who is the subject of a dependency petition filed with the court; 

 A child or youth placed pursuant to the Interstate Compact on the Placement of 
Children; and, 

 A child or youth who has exited foster care for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, reunification, guardianship, adoption, or emancipation.   

Related Legislation:   

 AB 1005 (Arambula, 2019) would have established a FURS hotline and county-
based response system. AB 2043 died in the Assembly Human Services 
Committee. 

 

 AB 2043 (Arambula, 2018) would have established a FURS hotline and county-
based response system. This bill was vetoed, as it was considered as part of the 
budget process. 

 

-- END -- 

                                            
1 Welf. & Inst. Code, § 16526. 


