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SUBJECT:  One Health Program:  zoonotic diseases 

 

SUMMARY:  Requires the California Departments of Public Health and Food and Agriculture 

to jointly establish and administer a program related to reducing the spread of disease from 

animals to humans.  

 

Existing law: 

1) Establishes the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), which has responsibilities 

related to infectious disease control and prevention, food safety, environmental health, 

laboratory services, patient safety, emergency preparedness, chronic disease prevention and 

health promotion, family health, health equity and vital records and statistics. [HSC §100100, 

et seq.] 

 

2) Establishes the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) to promote and 

protect the agriculture industry in California, to seek to enhance, protect, and perpetuate the 

ability of the private sector to produce food and fiber in a way that benefits the general 

welfare and economy, and maintain the economic well-being of agriculturally dependent 

rural communities. [FAC 101, et seq.] 

 

This bill: 

1) Requires CDPH and CDFA to jointly establish and administer the One Health Program for 

the purpose of developing a framework for interagency coordination in responding to 

zoonotic diseases and reducing hazards to human and nonhuman animal health, in 

accordance with the One Health principles set forth by the federal Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC). 

 

2) Requires CDPH and CDFA to develop the framework for the One Health Program in 

consultation with stakeholders, that may include, but are not limited to, the One Health 

Office of the CDC, the Medical Board of California, the Veterinary Medical Board, 

agricultural programs, institutes, or schools within the University of California system or 

California State University system, and community-based organizations. 

 

3) Requires CDPH and CDFA, in developing the framework, to establish goals, identify 

activities necessary to achieve those goals, and recommend legislation or other actions to 

advance One Health efforts. 

 

4) Requires CDPH and CDFA to periodically submit joint reports to the Legislature, as 

specified. 
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5) Requires the Legislative Analyst’s Office, every three years, to evaluate the framework 

described in this bill and the implementation of any legislation or other actions based on that 

framework. 

 

6) Requires this bill to be implemented subject to an appropriation by the Legislature. 
 

FISCAL EFFECT:  This bill has not been analyzed by a fiscal committee. 

 

COMMENTS: 

1) Author’s statement.  According to the author, the CDC estimates that three out of four 

emerging infectious diseases in people come from animals. Currently, there are 1.6 million 

undiscovered viruses circulating in the animal population, at least half of which have the 

potential to spread to humans. Many scientists have warned there are still more deadly and 

virulent diseases that have the potential to be transmitted from animal to humans in the 

future. However, neither California, nor the United States, has invested enough in to the 

research of zoonosis and emerging infectious diseases. This bill addresses and furthers 

California’s commitment to the One Health approach by requiring CDPH and CDFA to 

develop and administer a framework to carry out One Health program goals and principles. 

The One Health approach is a collaborative effort of multiple health science professions 

coming together to achieve optimal health for people, domestic animals, wildlife, plants and 

our environment. 

 

2) One Health Office.  CDC’s One Health Office is the agency’s lead for One Health activities 

domestically and globally. Established in 2009, it is the first formal office dedicated to One 

Health established in a US federal agency. The office is located within the National Center 

for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases at CDC. The One Health Office works to 

promote the concept of One Health and increase awareness of CDC’s role in One Health in 

the United States and around the world.  The office works closely with human, animal, and 

environmental health partners in the United States, in other countries, and with international 

organizations to build strong partnerships; develops tools and trainings to advance One 

Health; and leverages CDC’s expertise to assist partners in strengthening One Health efforts. 
 

3) Zoonotic diseases. According to the CDC, zoonotic diseases are caused by harmful germs 

like viruses, bacterial parasites, and fungi and can be spread to humans. Animals can 

sometimes appear healthy even when they are carrying germs that can make people sick, 

depending on the zoonotic disease. Zoonotic diseases are very common, both in the United 

States and around the world. Scientist’s estimate that more than six out of every ten known 

infectious diseases in people can be spread from animals, and three out of every four new or 

emerging infectious diseases in people come from animals. Because of this, CDC works to 

protect people from zoonotic diseases in the United States and around the world. People can 

get infected with germs that cause zoonotic disease through direct and indirect contact with 

infected animals or through mosquito, flea, and tick bites, or drinking or coming into contact 

with contaminated water.  
 

4) CDPH. The Infections Disease Branch (IDB) conducts surveillance, investigation, control 

and prevention of general communicable diseases of public health importance. Diseases 

followed by IDB include foodborne, waterborne, vector-borne, zoonotic, and emerging 

infectious diseases. Public health laboratory services include disease surveillance, diagnosis 

of new and recurring infectious and zoonotic diseases, environmental and vector testing, 

toxicology, and monitoring the safety of drinking water, recreational water, and food 

supplies.  
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5) Public messaging. To reduce risk of zoonosis (disease which can be transmitted from animals 

to humans) CDPH recommends: Always practice appropriate hand and food hygiene; avoid 

contact with wild or unfamiliar animals; use repellent to prevent bites from insects and ticks; 

and, ensure that pets receive regular veterinary care. 

 

6) CDFA. The Animal Health and Food Safety Services Division supports the One Health 

concept and is committed to collaborating with local and national partners to protect 

California’s livestock and public health, ensure a safe, wholesome food supply, and enhance 

stewardship of the environment.   

 

7) Existing collaborations. According to CDPH, CDPH and CDFA currently work in a 

collaborative capacity to address the threat of zoonotic diseases in California. The 

departments have robust lines of communication for sharing information and providing 

expert consultation on zoonoses and other health issues of mutual concern, and they have 

established policies and practices to address detections of zoonoses in California. Inter-

agency Memoranda of Understanding are established to ensure effective communication, 

facilitate data and information exchange, and promote joint responses to certain diseases. 

CDPH and CDFA share data from surveillance systems for zoonoses and respond jointly to 

disease incidents to protect both public health and animal health. In recent years, CDPH and 

CDFA have collaborated to investigate and control incidents of avian influenza in poultry 

operations, swine influenza at county fairs, bovine tuberculosis in cattle and ranch workers, 

and an outbreak of Shiga-toxin producing E. coli among mostly children linked to contact 

with livestock exhibited at a county fair. 

 

8) Double referral. This bill is double referred.  Should it pass out of this Committee, it will be 

referred to the Senate Committee on Agriculture. 

 

9) Prior legislation. SCR 58 (Hurtado, Chapter 146, Statutes of 2021) proclaims November 3, 

2021, as One Health Day, a global campaign that celebrates and brings attention to the need 

for a One Health approach to address shared health threats at the human-animal-

environmental interface. 

 

SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION: 

Support: None received 

 

Oppose: None received 

 

-- END -- 

 

 


