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Date of Hearing: June 21, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

Jim Wood, Chair 

SB 1029 (Hurtado) – As Amended June 8, 2022 

SENATE VOTE: 39-0 

SUBJECT: One Health Program: zoonotic diseases. 

SUMMARY: Requires the Department of Public Health (DPH) and the Department of Food and 

Agriculture (DFA) to jointly establish and administer the One Health Program to developing a 

framework for interagency coordination in responding to zoonotic diseases and reducing hazards 

to human and nonhuman animal health. Specifically, this bill:  

 

1) Requires DPH and DFA to jointly establish and administer the One Health Program for the 

purpose of developing a framework for interagency coordination in responding to zoonotic 

diseases and reducing hazards to human and nonhuman animal health, in accordance with the 

One Health principles set forth by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

 

2) Requires DPH and DFA to develop the framework for the One Health Program in consultation 

with stakeholders, which may include, but are not limited to, the One Health Office (OHO) of 

the CDC, the Medical Board of California, the Veterinary Medical Board, agricultural 

programs, institutes, or schools within the University of California system or California State 

University system, animal welfare organizations, and community-based organizations. 

 

3) Requires DPH and DFA, in developing the framework, to establish goals, identify activities 

necessary to achieve those goals, and recommend legislation or other actions to advance One 

Health efforts. 

 

4) Requires DPH and DFA to periodically submit joint reports to the Legislature, containing the 

information described in 3) above. 

 

5) Requires the Legislative Analyst’s Office, every three years to evaluate the framework 

described in this bill and the implementation of any legislation or other actions based on that 

framework. 

 

6) Specifies that this bill will only be implemented subject to an appropriation by the 

Legislature for the purposes described in this bill. 

 

7) Finds and declares that One Health is a collaborative, multisectoral, and transdisciplinary 

approach, working at the local, regional, national, and global levels with the goal of 

achieving optimal health outcomes and recognizing the intersection between people, animals, 

plants, and their shared environment. 

 

EXISTING LAW:  

1) Establishes DPH, which has responsibilities related to infectious disease control and 

prevention, food safety, environmental health, laboratory services, patient safety, emergency 
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preparedness, chronic disease prevention and health promotion, family health, health equity 

and vital records and statistics.  

 

2) Establishes DFA to promote and protect the agriculture industry in California, to seek to 

enhance, protect, and perpetuate the ability of the private sector to produce food and fiber in 

a way that benefits the general welfare and economy, and maintain the economic well-being 

of agriculturally dependent rural communities.  

 

FISCAL EFFECT: According to the Senate Appropriations Committee, staff notes this bill is 

subject to appropriation, which, instead of direct costs, would create cost pressures to the 

General Fund (GF) in the amounts identified below: 

1) DPH. From $150,000 GF and 1.0 position to $1.3 million GF and 8.0 positions. This fiscal 

estimate range reflects the various ways this bill could be implemented given its broad 

language, and largely depends on the framework, which is yet to be determined. For 

example, should DPH only need to convene stakeholders and develop a document, the costs 

would be on the lower range; however, if the intent is to create a significant and complex 

framework, the higher range may be more appropriate.  

2) DFA. Costs of $603,266 in fiscal year (FY) 2022-23; $449,261 in FY 2023-24; and, 

$449,261 in FY 2024-25, and ongoing, for 1.0 Veterinarian Specialist and 1.0 Environment 

Scientist at DFA for implementation, data sharing, and communication and coordination with 

partner agencies.  

 

COMMENTS: 

1) PURPOSE OF THIS BILL. According to the author, this bill creates a collaborative effort 

of multiple health science professions coming together to achieve optimal health for people, 

domestic animals, wildlife, plants, and our environment. Recently, a foodborne germ known 

as Cronobacter, contaminated powdered baby formula, which infected infants, taking the 

lives of two in Ohio. Cronobacter is a bacteria found naturally in the environment, that can 

live in very dry places and make its way into foods like baby formula and other powdered 

consumables. Bacteria like Cronobacter has devastatingly affected our food supply chain, 

and created an additional layer of food insecurity, in this sense a literal one, where food is not 

safe to eat or drink. This recent contamination of powdered baby formula shows the harmful 

effects that our environment can have on our food and our health. Food security is not just 

ensuring that people have enough to eat, but ensuring that the way food is grown, processed, 

stored, and shipped is safe from disease and bacteria that can make us very ill. The author 

concludes, this bill ensures that California becomes a leader in the One Health space and that 

it strengthens its commitment to the goals and principles set forth by the One Health 

approach it moves forward to prevent future food shortages and future illnesses. 

2) BACKGROUND.  

a) One Health Office. The CDC’s OHO is the agency’s lead for One Health activities 

domestically and globally. OHO’s focus areas include zoonotic and emerging infectious 

diseases; pandemic preparedness and response and One Health emergencies at the 

human-animal-environment interface. One Health is an approach that recognizes that the 

health of people is closely connected to the health of animals and our shared 
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environment. One Health is not new, but it has become more important in recent years. 

This is because many factors have changed interactions between people, animals, plants, 

and our environment. These changes have led to the spread of existing or known 

(endemic) and new or emerging zoonotic diseases, which are diseases that can spread 

between animals and people. Every year, millions of people and animals around the 

world are affected by zoonotic diseases. Examples of zoonotic diseases include: Rabies, 

Salmonella infection, West Nile virus infection, Q Fever (Coxiella burnetii), Anthrax, 

Brucellosis, Lyme disease, Ringworm, and Ebola. 

b) Zoonotic diseases. Zoonotic diseases are caused by harmful germs like viruses, bacterial, 

parasites, and fungi. These germs can cause many different types of illnesses in people 

and animals, ranging from mild to serious illness and even death. Animals can sometimes 

appear healthy even when they are carrying germs that can make people sick, depending 

on the zoonotic disease. Zoonotic diseases are very common, both in the United States 

and around the world. Scientists estimate that more than 6 out of every 10 known 

infectious diseases in people can be spread from animals, and 3 out of every 4 new or 

emerging infectious diseases in people come from animals. The common ways people 

can get infected with germs that can cause zoonotic diseases include direct contact or 

indirect contact with animals, being bitten by a tick, or an insect like a mosquito or a flea, 

eating or drinking contaminated food or water. Children young than five, adults older 

than 65, people with weakened immune systems and pregnant women are at higher risk 

of serious illness from zoonotic diseases. 

 

3) DOUBLE REFERRAL. This bill is double referred; upon passage in this Committee, this 

bill will be referred to the Assembly Committee on Agriculture. 

4) SUPPORT. Supporters such as the California Animal Welfare Association, Mosquito and 

Vector Control Association of California, American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals and the California Veterinary Medical Association state that California lacks a clear 

framework to carry out the One Health principles and goals, which aim to prevent further 

outbreaks of zoonotic diseases in animals and people, improve food safety and security, and 

protect global health security overall. Further action is needed to ensure that California 

continues to raise awareness and advance the goals of One Health. Supporters state that 

interagency coordination in responding to zoonotic diseases and reducing hazards to human 

and nonhuman animal health is an important step forward. Peoples’ lives and health are 

inextricably intertwined with the lives and health of animals and they are supportive of the 

One Health approach to ensure that effective collaboration and communication is taking 

place. 

5) PREVIOUS LEGISLATION. SCR 58 (Hurtado), Chapter 146, Statutes of 2021, proclaims 

November 3, 2021, as One Health Day, a global campaign that celebrates and brings 

attention to the need for a One Health approach to address shared health threats at the human-

animal-environmental interface. 

 

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/zoonotic-diseases.html
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Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals INC. 

California Animal Welfare Association 

California Veterinary Medical Association 

Mosquito and Vector Control Association of California 

San Diego Humane Society 

Opposition 

None on file. 

Analysis Prepared by: Rosielyn Pulmano / HEALTH / (916) 319-2097


