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SUBJECT:  Christopher Columbus Transcontinental Highway:  removal of 

designation 

 

 

DIGEST:  This resolution requests the California Department of Transportation 

(Caltrans) to remove the “The Christopher Columbus Transcontinental Highway” 

designation from the portion of Interstate 10 in the state, as well as any signage and 

markers memorializing that designation. 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

Existing law:  

 

1) Assigns Caltrans the responsibly of operating and maintaining state highways, 

including the installation and maintenance of highway signs.   

 

Committee Policy:   

 

The committee has adopted a policy regarding the naming of state highways or 

structures.  Under the policy, the committee will consider only those resolutions 

that meet all of the following criteria: 

 

1) The person being honored must have provided extraordinary public service or 

some exemplary contribution to the public good and have a connection to the 

community where the highway or structure is located. 

 

2) The person being honored must be deceased. 

 

3) The naming must be done without cost to the state.  Costs for signs and plaques 

must be paid by local or private sources. 
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4) The author or co-author of the resolution must represent the district in which the 

facility is located, and the resolution must identify the specific highway 

segment or structure being named. 

 

5) The segment of highway being named must not exceed five miles in length.    

 

6) The proposed designation must reflect a community consensus and be without 

local opposition.   

 

7) The proposed designation may not supersede an existing designation unless the 

sponsor can document that a good faith effort has uncovered no opposition to 

rescinding the prior designation. 

 

This resolution:  

 

1) Recounts historical atrocities surrounding the life of Christopher Columbus. 

 

2) Requests Caltrans to remove the “The Christopher Columbus Transcontinental 

Highway” designation from the portion of Interstate 10 in California, as well as 

any signage and markers memorializing that designation, and advise the Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) of the state’s action. 

 

3) Resolves that ACR 106 (Resolution Chapter 71 of the Statutes of 1976), naming 

the highway, is effectively overturned and reversed. 

 

4) Resolves that if there are any efforts to replace the removed signage, these 

efforts should involve public input and feedback, including input and 

participation from the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles, and the 

Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian Commission. 

 

5) Requires the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of the resolution to 

the legislatures of the other states that Interstate 10 passes through with a 

request that they take similar action; and to the Director of Transportation and 

to the Executive Director of the FHWA. 

 

COMMENTS: 
 

1) Purpose of the resolution.  According to the author, “In recent years, the State 

Legislature has taken a number of positive actions to acknowledge past 

transgressions against Indigenous peoples, correct the historical record, and re- 

evaluate the priorities and values that govern the decisions to honor and 

promote the memory of historical individuals for their leadership, courage, and 
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good works.  ACR 177 is another step to promote increased cultural 

understanding sensitivity and empathy throughout the state for Indigenous 

people, especially for the approximately 160,000 Native Americans who reside 

in Los Angeles County, and those who live in regions along the entire route of 

Interstate 10 in California.” 

 

2) Background.  Interstate 10 is the southernmost cross-country highway in the 

Interstate Highway System.  I-10 covers nearly 2,500 miles through the states 

of California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 

and Florida.  It is traveled by millions of Americans throughout the year.  In 

1976, the Legislature approved ACR 106 (Chimbole, Chapter 71, Statutes of 

1976), which designated the portion of Interstate 10 in California as “the 

Christopher Columbus Transcontinental Highway,” as a way to celebrate him as 

“a distinguished pioneer, revered by millions for his exploits.”   

 

3) Removal of Memorial Designations and Signage.  In September 2020, the 

California Natural Resources Agency, the California Department of State Parks, 

and Caltrans announced a series of actions the agencies will take to begin to 

address discriminatory names and inequities in the state’s parks and 

transportation system by identifying and redressing discriminatory names of 

features attached.  The announcement states that, “the moves come in the wake 

of a national conversation about the names of geographic features, markers and 

statues affiliated with the Civil War, genocide of Native Americans and other 

remnants of institutionalized discrimination.”  Specifically speaking to the 

transportation system, the announcement states, “Caltrans will carry out a 

detailed review of all named assets located on the state transportation system 

and develop a proposal identifying those to be renamed or rescinded.”  

 

ACR 177 requests Caltrans to remove the “The Christopher Columbus 

Transcontinental Highway” designation from the portion of Interstate 10 in 

California, as well as any signage and markers memorializing that designation.  

Additionally, the resolution states that if there are any efforts to replace the 

removed signage, these efforts should involve public input and feedback, 

including input and participation from the City of Los Angeles, the County of 

Los Angeles, and the Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian 

Commission.   

 

According to the City of Los Angeles, one of the sponsors of the resolution, 

“continuing to honor an individual who represents a source of violence and 

historical trauma for Indigenous Peoples demonstrates insensitivity, a lack of 

empathy and denial of the truth, the City’s Sponsored Resolution ACR 177 calls 

on the California Department of Transportation to remove the “Christopher 
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Columbus” designation on the California segment of the Interstate-10, reversing 

a previous legislative resolution adopted in 1976.” 

 

The City strongly believes in supporting efforts to name public facilities that 

promote respect, peace and healing, and the revitalization of Indigenous 

languages and cultures.  Actions previously taken by the City to promote such 

cultural sensitivity include establishing Indigenous Peoples Day as a legal City 

holiday, and removing the statue of Christopher Columbus from Grand Park on 

November 10th, 2018.” 

 

Writing in opposition, a private citizen stating they are a member of the 

California Italian-American Task Force notes, “this resolution contains false 

and inflammatory language regarding Christopher Columbus, and is offensive 

to California’s nearly 1.5 million Italian-American residents.” 

 

According to Caltrans, this is the first Assembly Concurrent Resolution 

requiring the removal of a highway sign.  It should also be noted that, according 

to Caltrans, “The Christopher Columbus Transcontinental Highway” signage on 

Interstate 10 was stolen before the introduction of this resolution, and Caltrans 

does not plan to replace the sign.   

 

FISCAL EFFECT:  Appropriation:  No     Fiscal Com.:  Yes     Local:  No 

None. 

POSITIONS:  (Communicated to the committee before noon on Monday, 

August 8, 2022.) 

 

SUPPORT:   

 

City of Los Angeles (co-sponsor) 

County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors (co-sponsor) 

Los Angeles City/county Native American Commission (co-sponsor) 

University of California Los Angeles (co-sponsor) 

 

OPPOSITION: 

 

1 Private Citizen 

 

 

 

 

-- END -- 


