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SUBJECT: Women in agriculture 

SOURCE: American Farmland Trust 

DIGEST:  This resolution recognizes the value of all women’s contributions to 

agriculture and resolves to help realize their success as leaders on the land. 

ANALYSIS:  This resolution makes the following legislative findings: 

1) California agriculture will experience extreme transitions in the coming years 

and decades, including threats to farmland from development, a high rate of 

farmers aging out of the profession, climate change, and global pandemics. It is 

clear that California’s agricultural sector will need unprecedented collaboration, 

innovation, and equity to continue to thrive. 

2) Women in agriculture represent an underutilized ally in the effort to navigate 

these challenges. Though historically relegated to less visible roles in 

agriculture, women have always been critical to the success of California’s 

farms, ranches, and other production landscapes. Women are increasingly 

pursuing leadership roles as land managers, farmland owners, and advocates for 

sound agricultural policies that provide real solutions to the challenges facing 

the industry. 

3) Women in agriculture bring richly diverse perspectives and skills to the field. 

Their presence appears to be increasing, but there is a need for greater 

acknowledgment of their potential as leaders in agriculture. 

4) The formal participation of women in agriculture is at an historic high, with 

female enrollment numbers in agricultural programs at land-grant universities 
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outpacing those of males since 2009, and girls’ participation in 4-H programs 

exceeding that of boys across the United States. This trend holds in California, 

where roughly 75 percent of the students who earned a bachelor’s degree in 

agriculture-related majors from the University of California, Davis, during the 

2019–20 academic year were women, compared to 61 percent of women in the 

total University of California, Davis, undergraduate enrollment. 

5) Women-led farms, on average, operate on smaller acreage compared to male-

led counterparts. Due to social norms, women also tend to lead operations that 

produce products that are marginalized in agricultural support programs, such 

as diverse specialty crops and small livestock. In an increasingly competitive 

marketplace that favors economies of scale, these factors mean that women-led 

farms tend to have tighter economic margins. 

6) Women play pivotal roles in agriculture at many levels and have unique needs 

depending on their role and intersecting identities.  Women are at the helm as 

entrepreneurs and innovative land stewards. There are countless examples of 

women farmers and ranchers in California who are at the forefront of 

groundbreaking land stewardship practices that hold potential as climate 

solutions. 

7) Though challenges exist for many women farmers to gain secure land tenure, 

countless women are growing food for nonprofit organizations or are utilizing 

small plots of private, communal, or public land to provide fresh food for their 

communities. The fundamental, yet underestimated, value these activities bring 

to the health and resilience of women’s communities was never more apparent 

than during the intersecting crises of the last two years. 

This resolution recognizes the value of all women’s contributions to agriculture 

and resolves to help realize their success as leaders on the land. 

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: No Local: No 

SUPPORT: (Verified 4/5/22) 

American Farmland Trust (source) 

Agricultural Institute of Marin 

California Farm Bureau Federation  

California Women for Agriculture  

Center for Food Safety 

Klamath Trinity Resource Conservation District 
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OPPOSITION: (Verified 4/5/22) 

None received 

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT:  American Farmland Trust writes in support, 

The Women in Agriculture resolution, ACR-158, would show that the 

California state legislature supports developing women in agriculture as 

key allies in farmland protection, climate-smart agriculture, and 

community food security. By providing up-to-date evidence about the 

diverse roles women are playing in California agriculture, the assets 

they bring, and the challenges they are facing, this resolution will 

educate elected officials and the public on these critical issues. 

The resolution is an important step towards helping women, a growing 

share of our agricultural workforce, equitably access resources, 

networks, and leadership opportunities so they can ensure that 

California agriculture thrives into the future. 

 

Prepared by:  Jonas Austin / SFA / (916) 651-1520 

4/6/22 14:13:39 

****  END  **** 
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