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ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  Read and adopted, 3/14/22 

  

SUBJECT: Irish American Heritage Month 

SOURCE: Author 

DIGEST: This resolution designates March 2022 as Irish American Heritage 

Month in honor of the multitude of contributions that Irish Americans have made 

to the country and state. 

ANALYSIS: This resolution makes the following legislative findings: 

1) The democratic expression of the people of Ireland’s will in 1918 led directly to 

the establishment of an independent state and enabled the people of Ireland to 

enjoy the freedom they have today. On January 21, 1919, the first meeting of 

the unicameral parliament of the revolutionary Irish Republic, known as the 

First Dáil Éireann, met in Dublin’s Mansion House to declare Ireland to be an 

independent nation and to establish its alternative parliament. The First Dáil 

produced a Declaration of Independence and a Message to the Free Nations of 

the World. 

2) The United States recognized and established diplomatic relations with the Irish 

Free State in 1924. 

3) On April 10, 1998, the Government of Ireland and the Government of the 

United Kingdom signed the Good Friday Agreement, also known as the 

“Belfast Agreement”, with the goals of bringing a new era of devolved 

government and democracy to Northern Ireland, ending violence, and ensuring 

peace for the people on the island of Ireland. The successful negotiation of the 
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Good Friday Agreement stands as a historic and groundbreaking success that 

has proven critical to the decades of relative peace that have followed. 

4) Millions of Irish people, faced with severe hardship due to famine and poverty 

in their nation, immigrated to the United States over the last several centuries in 

search of a more promising future for themselves and their families. 

5) The journey to America from the Emerald Isle was not paved with gold. The 

Irish spirit of determination, perseverance, and grit prevailed against dangerous 

seas and deadly conditions with their hearts set on the horizon. 

6) Irish Americans initially suffered prejudice and discrimination upon first 

arriving in the United States. As the years went on, Irish Americans became 

deeply integrated in their communities and made numerous contributions in all 

aspects of American society and culture. 

7) Irish Americans played vital roles in the development of the United States. Nine 

Irish Americans were signers of the Declaration of Independence, and 22 

Presidents of the United States have been of Irish heritage. 

8) Today, over 35,000,000 Americans claim Irish heritage, and they continue to 

contribute to the politics, economy, and of the United States and California. 

This resolution designates March 2022 as Irish American Heritage Month in honor 

of the multitude of contributions that Irish Americans have made to the country 

and state. 

Related/Prior Legislation 

The following are the most recent measures relating to Irish American Heritage 

Month: 

 ACR 43 (Mullin, Resolution Chapter 19, Statutes of 2021). 

 ACR 183 (Mullin, 2020) – died in Senate Rules Committee. 

 ACR 34 (Mullin, Resolution Chapter 27, Statutes of 2019). 

Comments 

The author states, “This resolution, in honor of the multitude of contributions that 

Irish Americans have made to make this a better country and state for all people, 

designates March 2022 to be Irish American Heritage Month in California, and 

calls upon the people of the state to observe the month of March with appropriate 
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ceremonies, programs, and activities, especially on March 17, since everyone is 

Irish on St. Patrick’s Day.” 

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: No Local: No 

SUPPORT: (Verified 3/21/22) 

None received 

OPPOSITION: (Verified 3/21/22) 

None received 

Prepared by:  Melissa Ward / SFA / (916) 651-1520 

3/23/22 15:15:29 

****  END  **** 
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