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SUBJECT: Sister state relationship with the Province of Syunik 

SOURCE: Author 

DIGEST: This resolution extends to the people of the Province of Syunik in 

Armenia an invitation to join with California in a sister state relationship until 

January 1, 2026. 

ANALYSIS: This resolution makes the following legislative findings: 

1) For decades, California has been a refuge and home to Armenian immigrants. 

2) Notable numbers of Armenians began arriving in California in the late 19th 

century. In the 1870s, a majority of Armenian immigrants in California settled 

in the City of Fresno. In the City of Fresno, Armenians flourished and made 

their mark on the fruit, dried fruit packaging, and shipping industries. 

3) After World War II, the Armenian community was centered in southern 

California, including in the Cities of Pasadena and Glendale, and in the Boyle 

Heights and Hollywood neighborhoods in the City of Los Angeles. 

4) California has taken decisive action to acknowledge the Armenian Genocide 

and to work towards a more global recognition of historical facts. California 

recognizes the generational trauma caused by the Armenian Genocide, and 

acknowledges the pain and danger of any country’s efforts to deny the 

Armenian Genocide. 

5) The Armenian Province of Syunik is the southernmost province of Armenia. It 

is bordered by the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, the Islamic Republic of 
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Iran, and the Republic of Artsakh or the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic. It is also 

one of the original provinces of the ancient Kingdom of Armenia. 

6) The Legislature wishes to recognize the Armenian Province of Syunik as a 

sister state. 

This resolution: 

1) Extends to the people of the Province of Syunik in Armenia an invitation to join 

with California in a sister state relationship until January 1, 2026, in order to 

encourage and facilitate mutually beneficial educational, economic, and cultural 

exchanges. 

2) States the intent of the Legislature through a sister state relationship with the 

Province of Syunik to further promote the prosperity of both regions and to 

improve international understanding and goodwill between both regions. 

3) States that any sister state agreement be developed through the mutual 

cooperation and engagement of the Legislature, the Legislature of the Province 

of Syunik, and Armenia. 

4) Provides that any sister state agreement developed will identify objectives, 

identify areas of mutual interest, create a list of potential activities, and create 

an initial list of public and private partners that will help to advance the 

purposes of the sister state agreement, including one or more entities that will 

serve as a facilitator and general point of contact. 

Comments 

According to the author, “ACR 105 will create a sister state relationship between 

California and Syunik, Armenia. This resolution will encourage mutual beneficial 

cultural exchanges. Since California has the largest population of Armenians in the 

United State and considering that GO-Biz has established a Trade and Services 

Desk in Armenia, a sister state relationship with a province in Armenia is a natural 

next step. Syunik is identified as a sister state because of its historic landmarks, 

cultural wealth, and its importance of protecting these cultural treasures to 

Armenia and its diaspora. By establishing a sister state relationship, California and 

Syunik will benefit from its partnership in bolstering economic partnerships and 

spotlighting issues that affect Armenians in Armenia and in California.” 

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: No Local: No 
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SUPPORT: (Verified 1/31/22) 

Armenian Assembly of America 

OPPOSITION: (Verified 1/31/22) 

Counsel General of Azerbijian 

 

Prepared by:  Karen Chow / SFA / (916) 651-1520 

2/2/22 17:00:49 

****  END  **** 
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