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ASSEMBLY THIRD READING 

ACR 105 (Holden and Nazarian) 

As Amended  September 3, 2021 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

This resolution memorializes the intent and commitment of the California Legislature to extend 

an invitation to formalize a sister state relationship with the Province of Syunik, Armenia  The 

purpose of establishing this relationship is to encourage and facilitate economic, educational, and 

cultural exchanges that further promote the prosperity of both regions and to improve the 

international understanding and goodwill between the regions. 

Major Provisions 
1) Makes findings and declarations, including, but not limited to, the following: 

 

a) The Armenian Province of Syunik is the southernmost province of Armenia.  It is 

bordered by the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, the Islamic Republic of Iran, and the 

Republic of Artsakh or the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic.  It is also one of the original 

provinces of the ancient Kingdom of Armenia. 

b) For decades, California has been a refuge and home to Armenian immigrants.  Notable 

numbers of Armenians began arriving in California in the late 19th century.  In the 1870s, 

a majority of Armenian immigrants in California settled in the City of Fresno.  In the City 

of Fresno, Armenians flourished and made their mark on the fruit, dried fruit packaging, 

and shipping industries. 

c) California is home to the largest Armenian American population in the United States, and 

Armenians living in California, most of whom are direct descendants of the survivors of 

the Armenian Genocide, have enriched our state through their leadership and 

contributions in business, agriculture, academia, government, and the arts.  

d) California has taken decisive action to acknowledge the Armenian Genocide and to work 

towards a more global recognition of historical facts.  California recognizes the 

generational trauma caused by the Armenian Genocide, and acknowledges the pain and 

danger of any country's efforts to deny the Armenian Genocide. 

e) In September 2019, Governor Gavin Newsom met with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 

Pashinyan and signed an agreement to create a Trade and Services Desk in Armenia.  

This desk will be used to encourage trade and investment by Californian and Armenian 

businesses, and will foster economic cooperation and development by assisting 

entrepreneurs in connecting with their counterparts to engage in various trade and 

commercial activities. 

2) Resolves that: 
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a) The Legislature, on behalf of the people of California, hereby extends to the people of the 

Province of Syunik in Armenia an invitation to join with California in a sister state 

relationship until January 1, 2026, in order to encourage and facilitate mutually beneficial 

educational, economic, and cultural exchanges. 

b) It is the intent of the Legislature through a sister state relationship with the Province of 

Syunik to further promote the prosperity of both regions and to improve international 

understanding and goodwill between both regions.  

c) Any sister state agreement be developed through the mutual cooperation and engagement 

of the Legislature, the Legislature of the Province of Syunik, and Armenia. 

d) Any sister state agreement developed will identify objectives, areas of mutual interest, a 

list of potential activities, and an initial list of public and private partners that will help to 

advance the purposes of the sister state agreement, including one or more entities that 

will serve as a facilitator and general point of contact.    

e) The Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of this resolution to the Governor of 

California, the Lieutenant Governor of California, the Governor of the Province of 

Syunik, the Legislature of the Province of Syunik, and each Senator and Representative 

from California in the Congress of the United States (US). 

COMMENTS 
A sister state relationship is a formal declaration between two regions, states, or nations.  Such 

an agreement is a symbol of mutual goodwill.  Additionally, it is an effort to encourage and 

facilitate mutually beneficial social, economic, educational, and cultural exchanges.  Both the 

Legislative and the Administrative branches of the California government have the authority to 

establish sister state relationships. 

This resolution seeks the permission of the State Assembly and the State Senate to extend an 

invitation to the Legislature of Syunik, Armenia, to establish a sister state relationship.  The 

establishment of this sister state agreement provides a significant step forward in California's 

longstanding support for Armenia and condemnation of the Armenian Genocide and other 

horrific acts of ethnic and racial cleansing.  

The policy analysis includes information on the origins of sister state programs, a summary of 

the Legislature's sister state relationships, California's trade-based economy, and an economic 

profile on Armenia, including the Syunik Province.   

Information is also provided on the current political situation in Armenia relating to a military-

engaged border dispute between Armenia and Azerbaijan, including concerns raised in letters of 

opposition dated August 20, 2021, and September 2, 2021, from the Consul General of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan to the Western United States.   

In the policy committee hearing, the author accepted committee amendments to address one of 

the concerns raised by the Azerbaijani government.  A concern remains relating to the 

description of the boundaries of Syunik, Armenia.   

The resolution describes Syunik as bordering the "Republic of Artsakh or the Nagorno-Karabakh 

Republic," which, according to the author, is consistent with prior actions of the California 
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Legislature.  More specifically, this is consistent with AJR 32 (Gatto), Resolution Chapter 168, 

Statutes of 2014, which memorialized the Legislature's support and encouragement of "the 

Nagorno-Karabakh Republic's" continuing efforts to develop as a free and independent nation 

and urged the US President and US Congress to support the self-determination and democratic 

independence of the "Nagorno-Karabakh Republic."    

The Azerbaijani government, however, contends that referencing the "Republic of Artsakh or the 

Nagorno-Karabakh Republic" is inappropriate as these are Azerbaijan's sovereign territory and 

that the use of these terms is not consistent with policies of the US government and the United 

Nations.   

According to the Author 
"ACR 105 will create a sister state relationship between California and Syunik, Armenia. This 

resolution will encourage mutual beneficial cultural exchanges. Since California has the largest 

population of Armenians in the United State and considering that GO-Biz has established a 

Trade and Services Desk in Armenia, a sister state relationship with a province in Armenia is a 

natural next step.  

"Syunik is identified as a sister state because of its historic landmarks, cultural wealth, and its 

importance of protecting these cultural treasures to Armenia and its diaspora. By establishing a 

sister state relationship, California and Syunik will benefit from its partnership in bolstering 

economic partnerships and spotlighting issues that affect Armenians in Armenia and in 

California." 

Arguments in Support 
The Armenian Assembly of America, a supporter of the resolution, writes, "For over two 

millennia, the region of Syunik has had profound historical and cultural significance for Armenia 

and the world.  Syunik is one of the original provinces of the ancient kingdom of Armenia 

(Artaxiad) and is currently bordered by Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), Azerbaijan and Iran.  

"Syunik is home to the Armenian Stonehenge, known as Karahunj or Zorats Karer, which dates 

back to the Bronze Age; the Ughtasar Mountain petroglyphs that are 7,000 years old; and the 9th 

century Tatev Monastery, which served as a center for scholastic and spiritual enrichment, 

among other historically Armenian heritage sites…. 

"Strengthening California's relationship with Syunik comes at a critical time as regional 

dictatorships in Azerbaijan and Turkey pose a threat to Syunik's very existence.  For 44 days in 

the Fall of 2020, the international community failed to speak or act forcefully during 

Azerbaijan's renewed war against the Armenians of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic which 

borders Syunik.  

"In the aftermath of the war and given the absence of requisite pressure by the international 

community, the Azerbaijani military conducted cross-border incursions into the Republic of 

Armenia's Syunik and Gegharkunik provinces.  Specifically with respect to Syunik, Azerbaijani 

forces moved 3.5 kilometers into this province and seized the entirety of Sev Lake, in clear 

violation of Armenia's sovereignty and territorial integrity."  

Arguments in Opposition 
The Consul General of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Western United States wrote in a letter 

dated September 2, 2021, "I am writing to express our strong opposition to the mention of 
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'Republic of Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh Republic' in the resolution, which again puts the 

esteemed California State Legislature in the middle of a complicated conflict and foreign policy 

issue."   

He further stated in the September 2 letter, "As I stressed in my letter, the entire international 

community, including the United States Government and the United Nations, recognize the 

region of Karabakh as an integral part of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  No country, not even 

Armenia, has recognized the so-called 'Republic of Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh Republic." 

In his August 20, 2021, opposition letter, the Consul General stated, "Azerbaijan is a strong 

friend and partner of the U.S.  Our two countries enjoy a vital cooperation in…fields as strategic 

as energy diversification, counterterrorism and nonproliferation.  The U.S. has also repeatedly - 

under both Democratic and Republican Administrations - stated its full support to Azerbaijan's 

territorial integrity.  Azerbaijani peacekeepers are currently at the Kabul International Airport 

helping the security of the airport and safe evacuation of the U.S. and European nationals which 

is another testimony to our strong friendship. " 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

None. Legislative Counsel has keyed this bill as nonfiscal. 

VOTES 

ASM JOBS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND THE ECONOMY:  7-0-0 
YES:  Cervantes, Cunningham, Boerner Horvath, Chau, Petrie-Norris, Ramos, Smith 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: September 3, 2021 

CONSULTANT:  Toni Symonds / J., E.D., & E. / (916) 319-2090   FN: 0001773 




