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THIRD READING  

Bill No: AB 515 

Author: Chen (R)  

Amended: 9/2/21 in Senate 

Vote: 21  

  

SENATE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  4-0, 6/15/21 

AYES:  Ochoa Bogh, Kamlager, Skinner, Wiener 

NO VOTE RECORDED:  Bradford 

 

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE: Senate Rule 28.8 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  78-0, 4/19/21 - See last page for vote 

  

SUBJECT: Trespass 

SOURCE:    California Association of Licensed Repossessors 

DIGEST: This bill grants repossession agencies the ability to enter private 

properties when they are searching for collateral or repossessing collateral and 

requires the agency to leave the property immediately after the search and 

repossession is complete. 

Senate Floor Amendments of 9/2/21 clarify that this bill requires repossession 

agency employees to leave upon completion of, not only the search, but the actual 

repossession of the collateral.  

ANALYSIS:   

Existing law:  

1) Provides that it is a misdemeanor for entering and occupying real property or 

structures of any kind without the consent of the owner, the owner’s agent, or 

the person in lawful possession. (Pen. Code, § 602, subd. (m).) 

2) Exempts a process server, as defined in Section 22350 of the Business and 

Professions Code from specified trespass laws. (Pen. Code § 602, subd. (n).) 
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3) Requires any person who makes more than 10 services of process within this 

state during one calendar year, for specific compensation or in expectation of 

specific compensation, where that compensation is directly attributable to the 

service of process, shall file and maintain a verified certificate of registration as 

a process server with the county clerk of the county in which he or she resides or 

has his or her principal place of business.  (Bus. & Prof. Code § 22350, subd. 

(a).)  

4) Defines “repossession agency” to mean and includes any person who, for any 

consideration whatsoever, engages in business, or accepts employment to locate 

or recover collateral, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, including, but not 

limited to collateral registered under the provisions of the Vehicle Code, which 

is subject to a security agreement, except as specified. (Bus. & Prof. Code, § 

7500.2.)  

5) States that no person shall engage in the activities of a repossession agency 

unless the person holds a valid repossession agency license or is exempt from 

licensure, as provided. (Bus. & Prof. Code, § 7502.)  

6) Requires a licensee to serve a debtor with notice of seizure as soon as possible 

within specified time periods and requires specified information to be included 

in the notice such as contact information of the legal owner and the repossession 

agency. (Bus. & Prof. Code, § 7507.10.)  

This bill allows a repossession agency, and its employees to enter private property, 

not open to the public, and without the consent of the owner when they are 

searching for collateral or repossessing collateral, and upon completing the search 

and repossession, leave the private property immediately. 

Comments   

According to the Bureau of Security and Investigative Services (BSIS), which 

licenses and regulates repossession agencies, the agency is authorized to collect the 

respective collateral at any time from any location. The BSIS also establishes the 

repossession agency must obey the same laws that pertain to everyone. This 

includes prohibiting the entry to private buildings and damaging buildings, fences, 

or landscaping in order to enter a property. (Bureau of Security and Investigative 

Services: Frequently Asked Questions-Repossession Agency (RA), 

https://www.bsis.ca.gov/consumers/faqs/repo.shtml [as of August 2, 2021].) 
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AB 515 clarifies that the punishments listed in the existing law do not apply to 

repossession agencies and their employees when they are collecting collateral on a 

private property.  

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: No 

SUPPORT: (Verified 9/3/21) 

California Association of Licensed Repossessors (source) 

Riverside Sheriffs Association  

OPPOSITION: (Verified 9/3/21) 

None received 

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT:  According to the bill’s sponsor, California 

Association of Licensed Repossessors: 

This bill addresses the problem that occurs when a repossessor with a 

repossession order enters private property to repossess collateral and the 

debtor calls the police claiming that a repossessor is trespassing onto their 

property in an attempt to prevent the order from being completed. This 

has been an issue when a vehicle is being repossessed, and the car is 

sitting in an open and unsecured driveway. This problem also occurs 

when solar panels are repossessed and has become a growing issue as 

solar installations increase. The repossessor is on the roof removing the 

panels and the consumer takes the ladder and calls the police, claiming the 

repossessor is trespassing. In such cases it becomes a dispute of 

conflicting accounts that the police must deal with. As a result, the 

repossessor may be erroneously arrested and required to go to court for 

"trespassing" only for the case to get dismissed at the hearing. Due to the 

repossessor’s arrest, they now have criminal arrest history for simply 

doing their job. The solution would be to clarify the trespass provisions in 

Section 602 of the Penal Code. The clarification would be the same as the 

exemption for registered process servers and requires the repossessor to 

leave the property immediately upon completing the search or 

repossessing the collateral. 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  78-0, 4/19/21 

AYES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Bigelow, 

Bloom, Boerner Horvath, Bonta, Burke, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chau, 

Chen, Chiu, Choi, Cooley, Cooper, Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Daly, Davies, 
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Flora, Fong, Frazier, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo 

Garcia, Gipson, Lorena Gonzalez, Gray, Grayson, Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, 

Kalra, Kiley, Lackey, Lee, Levine, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, McCarty, 

Medina, Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Nguyen, O'Donnell, Patterson, Petrie-

Norris, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, 

Blanca Rubio, Salas, Santiago, Seyarto, Smith, Stone, Ting, Valladares, 

Villapudua, Voepel, Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, Wood, Rendon 

NO VOTE RECORDED:  Mayes 

 

Prepared by: Kapri Walker / PUB. S. /  

9/4/21 7:15:12 

****  END  **** 
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