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AB 359 (Cooper) – As Amended March 22, 2021 

Policy Committee: Business and Professions    Vote: 18 - 0 

Urgency:  Yes State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill loosens California licensure requirements for an out-of-state physician who took more 
than four tries to pass a specified part of the United States Medical Licensing Examination (US 
MLE) and loosens restrictions on continuing medical education (CME) to allow some courses 

that relate to coding and billing, practice management and medical pedagogy to count towards a 
physician’s required CME coursework. 

 
FISCAL EFFECT: 

Negligible.  

 
COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. This bill is co-sponsored by the California Medical Association and Choice 
Medical Group, an Independent Practice Association in Apple Valley, California. It is 
intended to liberalize requirements for out-of-state applicants to address a physician shortage, 

as well as to grant physicians flexibility to choose CE courses most appropriate to their 
practices. 

 

2) Background.  Current law requires an applicant for a medical license to obtain a passing 
score on all parts of Step 3 of the US MLE within not more than 4 attempts to be eligible for 

a license.  There is an exception to the four-attempt requirement for an applicant who holds 
an unrestricted license as a physician in another state, if they have held that license 

continuously for a minimum of four years, meet certain postgraduate training requirements, 
are certified by a specialty board and are not subject to specified licensure denials or 
disciplinary action.  This bill removes the additional requirements that apply to an applicant 

who passed the specified exam with more than four attempts, making it easier for an out-of-
state physician who struggled to pass the US MLE to qualify for licensure.  It maintains the 

requirement that an applicant must not be subject to specified licensure denials or 
disciplinary action.  

 

Current law requires every physician to take at least 50 hours of approved CME every two 
years.  The law prohibits CME that is primarily geared toward the business aspects of 

medical practice from counting towards the 50-hour requirement.  In arguing for loosening 
the restrictions, sponsors argue practice management courses also benefit patient care. 
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