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Bill Summary:  AB 2648 would extend the sunset date of the Emergency Medical Air 
Transportation Act (EMATA) from July 1, 2024 to July 1, 2025, without extending the 
assessment of penalties to fund the program beyond the current date of December 31, 
2022, and requires any moneys remaining unexpended and unencumbered in the 
Emergency Medical Air Transportation and Children’s Coverage Fund (Fund) to be 
transferred to the General Fund on June 30, 2024, rather than December 31, 2023. 

Fiscal Impact:  According to the Governor’s 2022-23 budget, the Fund is projected to 
have a balance of approximately $56,000 by the end of fiscal year 2022-23. While the 
bill does not extend the fee, the bill would provide a six-month delay in transferring any 
unencumbered funds from the EMATA fund to the General Fund, resulting in a potential 
loss of General Fund revenues.  

Background:  Emergency medical air transportation services are a covered Medi-Cal 
benefit. In order to be reimbursed for the service, emergency medical air transportation 
services providers, also known as air ambulances, must be an enrolled provider with 
DHCS and be certified for air transportation by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). Air ambulances are specifically constructed, modified, or equipped for 
emergency calls and for transporting critically ill or injured individuals. Medi-Cal covers 
emergency air medical transportation to the nearest hospital or acute care facility 
capable of meeting the injured or ill beneficiary’s needs only if other transportation is 
inaccessible or not feasible.  

Existing law establishes the Emergency Medical Air Transportation Act (EMATA) and 
the Emergency Medical Air Transportation and Children’s Coverage Fund.  Current law 
requires county courts to impose a $4 penalty on every conviction of a violation of the 
Vehicle Code or local ordinance pursuant to the Vehicle Code, except parking offenses, 
and requires money collected by the penalty to be deposited into the fund. Current law 
terminates the assessment of penalties of the EMATA on December 31, 2022, and 
requires money from the Fund be collected, administered, distributed and transferred by 
December 31, 2023. The EMATA sunsets on July 1, 2024. 

Since 2011, the EMATA fund has supported a rate augmentation for emergency 
medical air transportation services in fee-for-service Medi-Cal. State law requires DHCS 
to design and implement a General Fund supplemental payment program, effective 
January 1, 2023 for emergency medical air transportation services to increase the Medi-
Cal reimbursements. 

Proposed Law:   AB 2648 would extend the sunset date of the EMATA from July 1, 
2024 to July 1, 2025, without extending the assessment of penalties to fund the 
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program beyond the current date of December 31, 2022, and requires any moneys 
remaining unexpended and unencumbered in the EMATA fund to be transferred to the 
General Fund on June 30, 2024, rather than December 31, 2023.  

-- END -- 


