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Date of Hearing:  April 27, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

AB 2548 (Nazarian) – As Amended March 24, 2022 

Policy Committee: Aging and Long Term Care    Vote: 7 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires the California Department of Aging (CDA) to establish and administer the 

Healthier Homes – Age in Place Nursing Pilot Program (pilot program) in eight specified 

counties and to provide a report to the Legislature by January 1, 2029. Specifically, this bill:   

1) Requires CDA to establish and administer the pilot program in the counties of Contra Costa, 

Fresno, Orange, Riverside, Sacramento, Dan Diego, Shasta and Sonoma. 

2) Requires CDA to provide grant funds to qualified nonprofits specializing in resident services 

for the purpose of hiring one full-time registered nurse (RN) and one full-time community 

health worker (CHW) to work at three senior housing developments in each county to 

provide health education, navigation, coaching and care to residents. 

3) Requires CDA to establish criteria, guidelines and an application process for grant applicants. 

 

4) Requires a grant recipient to agree to provide specified data to DCA as a condition of 

receiving the grant. 

 

5) Requires CDA to submit a report to specified legislative committees and state agencies by 

January 1, 2029, evaluating the program as specified. 

  

6) Repeals the program on January 1, 2030. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

CDA estimates costs up to $4.24 million in fiscal year 2023-24, and up to $4.21 million annually 

through the term of the pilot for program oversight, staffing, local assistance grants and a 

legislative report.  This estimate includes up to $3.52 million annually to contract with local non-

profits to hire eight full-time registered nurses and eight full-time community health workers and 

to provide for administrative costs. This estimate also includes $689,000 annually for five 

additional limited-term staff to develop and oversee the program, administer the grants and 

provide the legislative report.  

(The proposal in this bill is also being pursued by the author in the legislative budget process.) 

COMMENTS: 
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1) Purpose. This bill seeks to better enable seniors to live independently by providing service-

enriched housing through a pilot program in eight counties.  According to the author: 

Research has clearly defined housing as a component of healthcare. [This 

bill] highlights seniors in affordable housing have better overall outcomes 

when their healthcare is addressed. When we move forward linking the 

two, we will help older adults age in the places of their choosing. 

2) Background. Existing law establishes CDA to, among other duties, provide leadership to the 

area agencies on aging in developing systems of home- and community-based services that 

maintain individuals in their own homes or the least restrictive homelike environments. 

Existing law defines a senior citizen housing development for these purposes as a residential 

development for senior citizens that has at least 35 dwelling units.  

 

In January 2021, the Governor released his Master Plan for Aging (MPA).  This bill aligns 

with the housing and other goals provided in the MPA. 

3) Housing Plus Services.  LifeSTEPS, in partnership with USA Properties, operated the 

“Housing Plus Services: RN Coaching” pilot program in three communities in the 

Sacramento area for four years. The pilot program linked needed social services and health 

care services enabling older residents to remain living independently in their homes and 

avoid unnecessary and costly health care services such as emergency department visits, 

hospitalizations and nursing home stays. 

In 2020, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) awarded 

LifeSTEPS for their Sacramento program.  The HUD Secretary’s Award for Healthy Homes 

2020 stated: 

Because Americans are living longer, this project recognized the need to 

adjust our systems and policies for older adult health for both increasing 

financial sustainability and supporting aging with dignity. By providing 

health assessments and consultations to senior residents timely and where 

they live, vulnerable residents are supported to manage their chronic 

conditions and overall health. The number of residents moving out of their 

apartment communities because of health needs has been reduced by more 

than 69% with the RN Coaching program intervention, proving that this 

model contributes to families’ aging in place. 

This bill establishes a similar pilot program in eight counties to be administered by 

CDA.  

4) Prior Legislation.  AB 1083 (Nazarian), of this legislative session, was similar to this 

bill and required CDA to establish and administer the Housing Plus Services Nursing 

Pilot Program in the counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, Sacramento and 

Sonoma. AB 1083 was held on this committee’s Suspense File. 

 

Analysis Prepared by: Jennifer Swenson / APPR. / (916) 319-2081


