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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AB 2418 (Kalra) 

As Amended  August 25, 2022 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Enacts the Justice Data Accountability and Transparency Act.   

Senate Amendments 
1) Change references to the "Criminal Justice Statistics Center" to the "Department of Justice" 

(DOJ). 

2) Remove the requirement for district attorney to provide a brief rationale on specified data 

elements. 

3) Remove the requirements for district attorneys to provide information on specified data 

elements, including information on the amount of bail posted, the date on which diversion or 

a collaborative court program concluded and whether the was completed successfully.  

4) Clarify the defendant's age to be reported is age at the time of the crime. 

5) Specify that, when reporting the date of the crime, if multiple crimes are alleged, the date of 

the crime shall be the earliest date alleged in the charging document. 

6) Require district attorneys to include reporting on the terms of the initial plea bargain offered. 

7) Require prosecuting agencies to use anonymized identifiers, if they do not already do so. 

8) Delay establishment of the Prosecutorial Transparency Advisory Board until October 1, 

2023. 

9) Delay transmission and collection of data until June 1, 2027, and publication of data until 

June 1, 2028. 

10) Delete the requirement that DOJ verify data elements.  

11) Require the DOJ, in consultation with the board, to develop a data dictionary that includes 

standardized definitions for each data element, as specified.   

12) Require that the publication of metrics be made on an electronic format that will allow users 

to download the data sets and conduct their own analyses. 

13) Specify identifying information that will be transmitted to the DOJ but not published. 

14) Clarify that operation of these provisions is contingent on adequate funding, not just an 

appropriation by the Legislature. 

COMMENTS 
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According to the Author 
"Despite the extraordinary power district attorneys wield, they report very little public data on 

critical decisions such as charging rationale and demographics of those charged. This lack of 

transparency has only allowed racial bias to proliferate within the criminal legal system leading 

to the vast overrepresentation of people of color in California's prison population. AB 2418 

would enhance transparency and accountability by requiring district attorneys to collect and 

report prosecutorial data. By making information such as demographic data, charging 

information, and case dispositions available, we ensure that not only is there more accountability, 

but that we are also equipped with the data needed to make well-informed policy reforms in the 

future." 

Arguments in Support 
According to Initiate Justice, "District attorneys are some of the most powerful actors in the 

criminal legal system. They not only determine the crimes with which people are charged, they 

also play a central role in whether people are detained or released pretrial, whether people are 

ultimately convicted of the crimes with which they are charged, which sentences people receive, 

and how people's prior criminal history will impact their current treatment in the legal system. 

Their decisions are directly tied to who and how many people are in prison, and their policies 

and practices shape the criminal legal landscape across our state. 

"Despite the extraordinary power they wield and the fact that they are publicly elected, district 

attorneys are not currently required to report public data on most of the critical decisions they 

make. Without this data, voters are left uninformed, community members are left without critical 

tools to hold their district attorneys accountable, and lawmakers are left without key information 

to inform their community safety solutions. 

"Prosecutor transparency is an essential step in ending mass incarceration, curbing racial 

injustice, and developing strategies to address harm."  

Arguments in Opposition 
According to the California Law Enforcement Association of Records Supervisors, "We believe 

the stated goals of AB 2418, transparency and accountability, are already accomplished under 

existing law, which require local criminal justice agencies to collect a core set of data elements 

necessary for tracking how people and cases move through the criminal justice process. This data 

is already standardized and housed in a single, centralized data repository in the DOJ. 

Furthermore, should a locality decide that the current repositories of shared law enforcement data 

is inadequate, nothing in law prevents a law enforcement agency in collaboration with the district 

attorney to create a publicly accessible website, for the benefit of their community. It's not clear 

what relevant, useful, and comparable criminal justice data would be gathered by this heavy-

handed mandate that would result in more effective law enforcement practices and improved 

transparency and accountability." 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Senate Appropriations Committee: 

1) Total costs in the hundreds of millions and ongoing annual costs of more than $10 million, to 

aggregate, verify and publish the data provided by each of the prosecutorial agencies in the 

State, and to establish the Prosecutorial Transparency Board (General Fund). 
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2) Unknown, potentially reimbursable costs, possibly in the tens of millions for prosecuting 

agencies to provide detailed information to the DOJ regarding all misdemeanor and felony 

prosecutions (Local Funds, General Fund).  Costs to the General Fund will depend on 

whether the duties imposed by this bill are considered a state reimbursable mandate by the 

Commission on State Mandates. 

VOTES: 

ASM PUBLIC SAFETY:  5-0-2 
YES:  Jones-Sawyer, Mia Bonta, Bryan, Quirk, Santiago 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Lackey, Seyarto 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  12-3-1 
YES:  Holden, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Mike Fong, Gabriel, Eduardo Garcia, Levine, Quirk, 

Robert Rivas, Akilah Weber, Wilson 

NO:  Bigelow, Megan Dahle, Fong 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Davies 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  51-15-12 
YES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Bloom, Boerner Horvath, Mia Bonta, 

Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Cooley, Daly, Mike Fong, Friedman, Gabriel, 

Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Grayson, Haney, Holden, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, Lee, 

Levine, Low, Maienschein, McCarty, Medina, Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Petrie-Norris, 

Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Blanca Rubio, Salas, Santiago, 

Stone, Ting, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, Wilson, Wood, Rendon 

NO:  Bigelow, Chen, Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Flora, Fong, Gallagher, Kiley, Mathis, 

Nguyen, Patterson, Seyarto, Smith, Voepel, Waldron 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Berman, Choi, Cooper, Davies, Gray, Irwin, Lackey, Mayes, O'Donnell, 

Rodriguez, Valladares, Villapudua 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: August 25, 2022 

CONSULTANT:  Sandy Uribe / PUB. S. / (916) 319-3744   FN: 0004475 




