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Bill Summary:  AB 2365 would require the California Health and Human Services 
Agency (CHHSA), to the extent funds are appropriated, to establish a grant program to 
reduce fentanyl overdoses and use throughout the state by providing six one-time 
grants, as specified.  

Fiscal Impact:  According to the CHHSA, assuming a grant award of $150,000 per 
grantee for six grantees, total local assistance costs would be approximately $900,000 
in 2024-25 (General Fund).  In addition, state operations costs would be approximately 
$150,000-$200,000 annually in 2023-24, 2024-25, and 2025-26 (General Fund).   

Background:  The Statewide Overdose Safety Workgroup (SOSW) was established in 
2014 by the Director of the CA Department of Public Health (CDPH) to address the 
emerging public health issue of opioid use, misuse, addiction and related overdoses in 
partnership with departments and agencies representing diverse sectors. Currently, the 
SOSW continues to serve as a vehicle to enhance the coordination and alignment 
among state organizations on overdose prevention strategies, activities, and messages. 
According to CDPH, while the SOSW’s initial focus was on prescription opioids, this 
workgroup included fentanyl in recent years as the overdose epidemic continues to 
change. For example, the SOSW developed the Responding to a Fentanyl Overdose: 
What California First Responders Need to Know fact sheet with information designed for 
first responders who may encounter fentanyl on the job. The SOSW’s treatment sub-
group has also identified fentanyl as a high priority item to address moving forward, 
although planning remains underway. The Overdose Prevention Initiative (OPI) of 
CDPH addresses fentanyl prevention and surveillance. 

Proposed Law:   AB 2365 would require CHHSA, to the extent funds are appropriated 
in the annual Budget Act for this purpose, to establish a grant program to reduce 
fentanyl overdoses and use throughout the state by providing six one-time grants: two in 
northern California, two in the central valley, and two in southern California. The bill 
would permit grant moneys to be used for any of the following purposes: 

 Education programs in local schools; 

 Increasing testing abilities for fentanyl; 

 Overdose prevention and recovery programs, including making naloxone or other 
overdose recovery drugs more available in the community; and,  

 Increasing social services and substance use recovery services to those addicted to 
fentanyl or other opioids.  
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The bill would sunset on January 1, 2027. 

Staff Comments:  The 2022-23 Budget adopted in June includes $40.8 million from the 
Opioid Settlement Fund for an opioid public awareness campaign which, among other 
things, includes messaging and educational information specific to the risks of fentanyl 
use and prevalence of fentanyl in other drugs targeting adults 21-40 years of age.  

-- END -- 


