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Bill Summary:  This bill establishes the California Home Health Aide Training 
Scholarship Act to incentivize enrollment in home health aide training programs by 
awarding scholarships of $1,500 each.   

Fiscal Impact:  The bill’s provisions would be subject to an appropriation and could 
result in one-time General Fund cost pressures of $1.5 million to provide the 
scholarships to 1,000 applicants.  This estimate could be ongoing or extend to future 
years to the extent that additional cohorts of applicants are funded. 
 
This bill could also result in General Fund costs, potentially in the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars each year, for the Department of Health Care Access and 
Information (HCAI) to administer the program for the duration of the scholarship 
program.  This estimate assumes startup and ongoing costs to develop an application 
and disbursement process, establish and maintain partnerships with home health aide 
training programs, and develop and monitor a system to track scholarship recipients' 
compliance with the terms of the scholarship 

Background:  Existing law establishes the Cal Grant C program for the purpose of 
providing financial resources to qualifying students, as defined, who seek to enroll in 
occupational and technical training programs which are aligned with the state’s dynamic 
economic needs as determined by CSAC in consultation with various state and federal 
agencies associated with workforce development.  Cal Grant C will be authorized for 
training that is not less than four months and the amount of the grant and number of 
recipients shall be determined in the annual Budget Act.  
 
Existing law defines a home health aide as an aide who has completed a state-
approved training program, is employed by a home health agency or hospice program, 
and provides personal care service in a patient’s home.  Existing law defines home 
health aide services as personal care services provided within a plan of treatment 
prescribed by a licensed doctor or surgeon.  These services are rendered by a home 
health aide. 

The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) approves and maintains a list of 
postsecondary education institutions’ home health aide training programs in the state.  
Currently, there are 177 approved programs located at California Community Colleges, 
for-profit institutions, and non-profit institutions throughout the state.  These programs 
only offer the 40-hour home health aide training program that is taken after a 
prospective student has completed the certified nursing assistant certificate.  The 
majority of community colleges on the approved list offer both a nursing assistant 
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certification (CNA) and a home health aide certification.  One of the approved 
community colleges on the list is Allan Hancock College in Santa Maria which offers a 
12 unit course for a CNA and a 2 unit course for a home health aide for a total of 14 
units or roughly two semesters.   

Proposed Law:   This bill establishes the California Home Health Aide Training 
Scholarship Act to be administered by the HCAI for the purpose of incentivizing 
enrollment in home health aide training programs. 
 
This bill requires the HCAI to do all of the following:  solicit applications from those 
interested in training as a home health aide; develop an application process; award 
scholarships on a rolling basis to qualified applicants; award scholarships to up to 1,000 
people; and award scholarships of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) per 
person to be used for a variety of costs related to the training program, including, but 
not limited to, tuition, books, supplies, uniforms, cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
certification, background checks, childcare, and transportation. 
 
This bill requires that a scholarship recipient agree to do all of the following: 
 
1.  Use the scholarship funds for enrollment in a home health aide training program and 
related costs. 
 
2.  Upon completion of the home health aide training program, satisfy the state 
requirements for certification as a home health aide. 
 
3.  Complete the service requirement of working for three years as a home health aide 
after becoming a certified home health aide. 
 
4.  Repay 25 percent of the total scholarship funds received if the scholarship recipient 
fails to comply with specified requirements. 
 
This bill provides that the scholarship recipient shall provide evidence satisfactory to the 
department of employment as a home health aide for the required one year. 
 
This bill provides that it is to be operative upon appropriation by the Legislature. 

Staff Comments:  The cost for a California resident or AB 540 student at a community 
college to complete the required training to become a home health aide is $644. The 
average cost of a home health aide training program offered by a private for-profit is 
approximately $2,000–$2,500.  This bill is intended to incentivize enrollment in home 
health aide training programs by awarding scholarships of $1,500 each for up to 1,000 
applicants.   
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