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Date of Hearing:  May 11, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

AB 2069 (Villapudua) – As Amended April 20, 2022 

Policy Committee: Higher Education    Vote: 12 - 0 

 Health     14 - 0 

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill, subject to an appropriation by the Legislature for this purpose, establishes the 

California Home Health Aide Training Scholarship Act to be administered by the California 

Student Aid Commission (CSAC). 

Specifically, this bill:   

1) Requires CSAC to develop an application process, solicit applications, and award 

scholarships of $1,500 per person to up to 1,000 applicants. 

2) Requires scholarship recipients to do all of the following: 

a) Use the scholarship funds for enrollment in a home health aide training program and 

related costs; 

b) Satisfy the state requirements for certification as a home health aide; 

c) Work for three years as a home health aide after becoming certified; and 

d) Repay 25% of scholarship funds upon failure to comply with these requirements. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

One-time cost pressure, presumably to the General Fund, of up to $1.5 million for the 

scholarships.  Significant costs, potentially in the hundreds of thousands of dollars, to CSAC to 

administer the program for the duration of the scholarship program.  CSAC estimates startup and 

ongoing costs in excess of $700,000 to develop an application and disbursement process outside 

of its normal operating structure, establish and maintain partnerships with home health aide 

training programs, and develop and monitor a system to track scholarship recipients’ compliance 

with the terms of the scholarship. 

COMMENTS: 

A home health aide is an individual who is employed by a home health agency or hospice 

program to provide personal care services in the patient’s home upon successful completion of a 

state-approved training program.  Currently there are 177 approved programs located at 

California Community Colleges (CCC), for-profit and non-profit institutions throughout the 

state. These programs only offer the 40-hour home health aide training program that is taken 
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after a prospective student has completed the certified nursing assistance (CNA) certificate. The 

majority of community colleges on the approved list offer both a CNA and a home health aide 

certification. One of the approved CCCs on the list is Allan Hancock College in Santa Maria, 

which offers a 12 unit course for a CNA and a two unit course for a home health aide for a total 

of 14 units or roughly two semesters. Therefore, for a California resident, the cost to complete 

the required training to become a home health aide is $644. On average the cost of a home health 

aide training program offered by a private for-profit is around $2,000 to $2,500. 

 

The California Association for Health Services At Home (CAHSAH), which supports this bill, 

states that the pandemic has heightened the challenges faced by organizations that employ aides, 

leading to shortages of these critical workers. Many of these aides moved out of the care industry 

to take higher paying jobs in industries that flourished during the pandemic. As a result, many 

older adults and people with disabilities were left without the care they need because there 

simply are not enough aides. According to CAHSAH, improving aide retention will take 

structural change, such as these scholarships to finance training for many individuals who cannot 

afford the cost of training. 

 

According to CSAC, the scholarship program established by this bill may be duplicative of 

existing grant programs; specifically the Cal Grant C and Golden State Education and Training 

Grant programs. 

 

Analysis Prepared by: Richard Pratt / APPR. / (916) 319-2081


