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SUMMARY 
 
Requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI), upon appropriation of the 
budget, to allocate funding for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials 
in visual and performing arts and world languages in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, 
inclusive, and for professional development in those subjects. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Existing law  
 
1) Specifies that the adopted course of study for grades 1 through 6 includes 

instruction in visual and performing arts (VAPA), including instruction in the 
subjects of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts, aimed at the development of 
aesthetic appreciation and the skills of creative expression (Education Code § 
51210). 

 
2) Specifies that the adopted course of study for grades 7-12 shall offer courses in 

VAPA, including dance, music, theater, and visual arts, with emphasis upon 
development of aesthetic appreciation and the skills of creative expression (EC § 
51220).  

 
3) Requires that a pupil complete one course in visual or performing arts, foreign 

language, or career technical education while in grades 9 to 12 in order to 
graduate from high school (EC § 51225.3). 

 
4) Authorizes the SSPI, in consultation with the Instructional Quality Commission 

(IQC), to recommend revisions to the VAPA content standards in the subjects of 
dance, theater, music, and visual arts, to the State Board of Education (SBE) by 
November 30, 2018, and the SBE to adopt, reject, or modify any revisions to the 
standards by January 31, 2019 (EC § 60605.13). 

 
ANALYSIS 
 
Requires the SPI, upon appropriation of the budget, to allocate funding for the purchase 
of standards-aligned instructional materials in visual and performing arts and world 
languages in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, and for professional 
development in those subjects. Specifically, this bill:  
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General Provisions   
 
1) Requires the SPI to apportion funds to school districts, county offices of education, 

charter schools, and the state special schools on the basis of an equal amount per 
unit of regular average daily attendance based on the first principal apportionment 
for the 2019–20 fiscal year. 

 
2) Specifies funding appropriated shall be available for encumbrance through the 

2025–26 fiscal year. 
 
3) Requires a school district, county office of education, charter school, or state 

special school to expend funds allocated by the SPI for the following: 
 

a) Professional development for teachers, administrators, and paraprofessional 
educators or other classified employees involved in the direct instruction of 
pupils.  
 

b) Instructional materials aligned to the adopted content standards in the 
subjects of visual and performing arts and world languages. 
 

c) It is the intent of the Legislature that materials and professional learning 
opportunities funded pursuant to this section reflect the cultural diversity of 
the state and of the world, as specified, and that the professional learning 
opportunities funded pursuant to this section be of high quality, such as those 
offered by the University of California Subject Matter Projects in visual and 
performing arts and world languages. 

 
4) Clarifies funding allocated by the SPI is subject to annual audits, as specified.  
 
Findings and declarations 
 
5) Declares the state recognizes visual and performance arts and world languages 

are vital subjects of study for California pupils.  
 
6) Specifies funding for the revised visual and performing arts and world languages 

framework has not been allocated and is needed to ensure students and teachers 
have access to high-quality standards-aligned instruction and instructional 
materials.  

 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
1) Need for the bill. According to the author, “The State Board of Education (SBE) 

adopted revised content standards in visual and performing arts and world 
languages in 2019, adopted revised curriculum frameworks in 2020, and new 
instructional materials for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, in 2021. This 
bill establishes a competitive grant program for visual and performing arts 
programs in public schools. Nurturing creativity is certainly one of the most 
important responsibilities of teachers and local schools. But under our philosophy 



AB 1718 (Boerner Horvath)   Page 3 of 4 
 

of local control, this is a matter best handled by individuals at the school level, not 
at state headquarters. 
 

2) Arts, foreign language, or career technical education. Successful completion of 
a course in VAPA or foreign language has been a long standing high school 
graduation requirement. In 2011, legislation was passed to authorize successful 
completion of a course in career technical education as an alternative to VAPA or 
foreign language, beginning with the 2012-13 school year. 

 
3) The California Arts Standards for Public Schools (Arts Standards). The 

California Department of Education (CDE), Instructional Quality Commission (IQC), 
and State Board of Education (SBE) commenced the process of revising the visual 
and performing arts standards in October 2016. Per Assembly Bill 2862 and 
Assembly Bill 37, Chapter 647, Education Code Section 60605.13, requires the 
Superintendent, in consultation with the IQC, to recommend to the state board 
revisions to the visual and performing arts content standards in the subjects of 
dance, music, theatre, and visual arts and to recommend new standards for the 
subject of media arts. On January 9, 2019, the SBE adopted the Arts Standards.  
 
The central purposes of the California Arts Standards are to foster students’ artistic 
competencies; cultivate their appreciation and understanding of the arts in ways 
that are enjoyable, fulfilling, and transferable to personal, academic, and 
professional endeavors; and support them to fully engage in lifelong arts learning. 
The standards are: 
 
1. Process-oriented, grade-appropriate indicators of what students need to know 

and be able to do. 
 

2. Student-centered and rooted in backward design, the process of defining 
intended outcomes prior to designing educational experiences to ensure 
students attain those outcomes. 
 

3. Outcomes-based, communicating high and achievable goals.  
 

The standards are based on the National Core Arts Standards (NCAS) (National 
Coalition of Core Arts Standards [NCCAS] 2014) and were tailored for California 
through a collaborative and public statewide process. They provide important 
guidance for schools to design and organize teaching and learning; understand 
and evaluate student learning; and prepare, adopt, or adapt instructional 
resources. The standards identify the learning outcomes for all students and guide 
teachers in providing a unified quality arts education so that these outcomes are 
achieved. The standards also provide administrators and district decision-makers 
with critical information for developing and expanding standards-based arts 
programs. 
 

4) Budget. The 2022-23 State budget, the Arts, Music, Multi-lingual Libraries & 
Instructional Materials Block Grant proposes $1.3 billion one-time Proposition 98 
General Fund and $9 billion one-time Proposition 98 General Fund for personnel 
(such as professional development) related costs. While not specifically directed 
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toward VAPA or world languages, this funding could be used for the purposed of 
this bill.  

 
5) Related Legislation. AB 2814 (Wood) of this Session requires the CDE to 

establish and administer the Emergency Planning Grant Program and award one 
million dollars in competitive grants to LEAs to support emergency planning 
activities, upon appropriation of the Legislature. This bill is currently in Senate 
Education.  
 
AB 2051 (Cunningham) of the Session requires the SPI) to allocate funding to 
LEAs, COEs, charter schools, and state special schools for the purchase of 
standards-aligned instructional materials and professional development in financial 
literacy. This bill is currently in Senate Education.  

 
AB 2465 (M. Bonta) of this Session establishes the Family and Community 
Literacy: Supporting Literacy and Biliteracy in Schools, Families, and Communities 
Grant Program, to be administered by CDE, to support the goal of all of California's 
pupils reading at grade level by third grade. This bill is currently in Senate 
Education. 

AB 2284 (Gabriel) of this Session requires, the SPI to allocate funding to LEAs, 
charter schools, and the state special schools for the purchase of standards-
aligned instructional materials and professional development in media literacy and 
digital literacy, subject to an appropriation for this purpose. This bill is currently in 
Senate Education. 

 
AB 2794 (Gipson) of this Session requires the SPI to allocate funding for 
professional development for staff in methods to improve school safety and school 
climate, including de-escalation training, and for the purchase of training materials 
in these subjects, subject to an appropriation for this purpose. This bill is currently 
in Senate Education. 

 
SUPPORT 
 
California Association For Health, Physical Education, Recreation & Dance   
California Educational Theatre Association  
California Language Teachers’ Association 
California Music Educators Association  
Create CA 
 
OPPOSITION 
 
None on file.  
 

-- END -- 


