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ASSEMBLY THIRD READING 

AB 1718 (Boerner Horvath) 

As Amended  February 24, 2022 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Makes funding available to schools for instructional materials and professional development in 

the subjects of visual and performing arts (VAPA) and world languages, subject to an 

appropriation for this purpose.   

Major Provisions 
1) Requires, subject to an appropriation of one-time funds for this purpose, the Superintendent 

of Public Instruction (SPI) to allocate funding for the purchase of standards aligned 

instructional materials in VAPA and world languages in grades K-12, and for professional 

development in these subjects.  

2) Requires the SPI to apportion funds to school districts, county offices of education (COEs), 

charter schools, and the state special schools on the basis of an equal amount per unit of 

regular average daily attendance, as those numbers were reported at the time of the first 

principal apportionment for the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

3) Makes this funding available for encumbrance through the 2025-26 fiscal year.   

4) Requires that a school district, COE, charter school, or state special school expend funds 

allocated pursuant to this section for any of the following purposes: 

a) Professional development for teachers, administrators, and paraprofessional educators or 

other classified employees involved in the direct instruction of pupils that is aligned to 

the adopted content standards in the subjects of VAPA and world languages; and  

b) Instructional materials aligned to the adopted content standards in the subjects of VAPA 

and world languages.  Defines instructional materials to include musical instruments, 

digital platforms and resources for instruction in all VAPA disciplines and for instruction 

in world languages, and other materials necessary for standards aligned instruction in 

VAPA and world languages.   

5) States the intent of the Legislature that these materials and professional learning 

opportunities reflect the cultural diversity of the state and of the world.  

6) States the intent of the Legislature that these professional learning opportunities be of high 

quality, such as those offered by the University of California (UC) Subject Matter Projects in 

VAPA and world languages. 

7) Makes funding apportioned pursuant to this section subject to annual audits. 

8) Makes findings and declarations regarding the importance of instruction in VAPA and world 

languages instruction, and regarding past allocations of funding for instructional materials 

and professional development after the adoption of revised content standards. 
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COMMENTS 

Visual and Performing Arts and World Languages curriculum recently revised.  Revised content 

standards in VAPA and world languages were adopted by the State Board of Education in 2019, 

revised curriculum frameworks in both subjects were adopted in 2020, and instructional 

materials for kindergarten through grade 8 in both subjects were adopted in 2021. 

Funding provided for instructional materials and professional development after past curriculum 

revisions.  After previous adoptions of revised content standards in mathematics, English 

language arts, and science, the state appropriated funding to assist local educational agencies in 

the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials and for associated professional 

development. These investments supported local adoption of new content standards in those 

areas by making instructional materials available for students and training on the new standards 

available to teachers and other school staff. 

In 2010 California adopted the Common Core State Standards for English language arts and 

mathematics.  The 2013-14 state budget included $1.25 billion in funding for implementing the 

new standards which was distributed to school districts, COEs, and charter schools based on their 

average daily attendance.  The appropriation could be expended in three areas associated with 

Common Core implementation: information technology, staff development, and instructional 

materials.  According to the Legislative Analyst's Office, LEAs spent 45% of the funding on 

information technology, 29% on staff development, and 26% on instructional materials. 

According to the Author 
According to the author:  "Schools need to expand arts education to more students now more 

than ever.  Unfortunately, arts education is often among the first programs to experience the 

impact of reduced budgets.  California is significantly behind other states in the percentages of 

students enrolled in arts programs - 40 percent compared to 60 percent in Arizona, 76 percent in 

New York, and 84 percent in Ohio.  We can do better.  AB 1718 seeks to provide K-12 schools 

with the funding necessary to implement new visual and performing arts and world languages 

approved standards.  Funding for instructional materials and professional development in K-12 

schools will ensure all students have access to quality arts education." 

Arguments in Support 
The California Language Teachers Association states, "California and our country need citizens 

who are highly skilled in business, industry, healthcare, education, and technology and who are 

also linguistically and culturally competent. In order to accomplish this, California students need 

teachers who are equipped to affirm their students' languages, cultural identities, strengths, and 

values. Teachers need to be supported to effectively implement our new World Languages 

Standards and Framework in order to make this a reality. 

Although the World Languages Standards and Framework were adopted in 2019 and 2020 

respectively, very little widespread professional development has occurred at the county, district 

or school level. Teachers have not had access to high quality, sustained professional learning to 

help them translate the standards and framework to classroom practice, and this bill would begin 

to rectify that situation." 

Arguments in Opposition 
None on file 
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FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee, significant, one-time cost pressure, 

potentially in the hundreds of millions of dollars, to Proposition 98.  Actual cost would 

ultimately depend on the amount of funds appropriated for the bill's purpose. California's average 

daily attendance (ADA) was nearly six million in 2019-20.  Therefore, an allocation of $50 per 

ADA would require an appropriation of $300 million. 

VOTES 

ASM EDUCATION:  7-0-0 
YES:  O'Donnell, Megan Dahle, Bennett, Chen, Lee, McCarty, Quirk-Silva 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  16-0-0 
YES:  Holden, Bigelow, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Megan Dahle, Davies, Mike Fong, Fong, 

Gabriel, Eduardo Garcia, Levine, Quirk, Robert Rivas, Akilah Weber, Wilson 
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