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Date of Hearing:  April 6, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

AB 1718 (Boerner Horvath) – As Amended February 24, 2022 

Policy Committee: Education    Vote: 7 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill, subject to an appropriation in the Budget Act or other statute, provides one-time 

funding for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in visual and performing 

arts and world languages in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, and for professional 

development in those subjects. 

Specifically, this bill:   

1) Requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction, subject to an appropriation for this 

purpose, to apportion funds to school districts, county offices of education, charter schools, 

and the state special schools on the basis of an equal amount per unit of regular average daily 

attendance (ADA), as those numbers were reported at the time of the first principal (P1) 

apportionment for the 2019–20 fiscal year. 

2) Specifies that the funds may be available for encumbrance through the 2025-26 fiscal year. 

3) Defines “instructional materials” to include musical instruments, digital platforms and 

resources for instruction in all visual and performing arts disciplines and for instruction in 

world languages, and other materials necessary for standards-aligned instruction in visual and 

performing arts. 

 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Significant, one-time cost pressure, potentially in the hundreds of millions of dollars, to 

Proposition 98.  Actual cost would ultimately depend on the amount of funds appropriated for 

the bill’s purpose. California’s ADA was nearly 6 million in 2019-20.  Therefore, an allocation 

of $50 per ADA would require an appropriation of $300 million. 

COMMENTS: 

1) History of instructional materials funding.  Until the enactment of the Local Control 

Funding Formula (LCFF) in the 2013-14 fiscal year, the state provided instructional material 

funding through two categorical program—one for kindergarten and grades 1 through 8, and 

one for grades 9-12.  Funds received through these categorical programs could be spent only 

on instructional materials. 
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When the LCFF was enacted, instructional materials categorical funding permanently was rolled 

into the LCFF base grant and became general purpose dollars.  That is, those dollars can be used 

for any locally-determined purpose, which could include instructional materials.   

The 2013-04 budget also appropriated $1.25 billion (Prop 98), one time, to local education 

agencies to assist them with the implementation of the new Common Core State Standards 

(CCSS) curricula.  The use of these funds was restricted to CCSS implementation costs, 

including professional development, instructional materials, and technology. 

The 2017-18 budget appropriated $877 million, one time, to schools for settlement of unpaid 

mandated cost claims that had accrued over several years.  Although these funds were 

unrestricted, budget trailer bill language encouraged LEAs to use them for instructional materials 

and professional development as well as other purposes, such as deferred maintenance. 

2) Need for the bill. 

 According to the author: 

Schools need to expand arts education to more students now more than 

ever. Unfortunately, arts education is often among the first programs to 

experience the impact of reduced budgets. California is significantly 

behind other states in the percentages of students enrolled in arts programs 

- 40 percent compared to 60 percent in Arizona, 76 percent in New York, 

and 84 percent in Ohio….AB 1718 seeks to provide K-12 schools with the 

funding necessary to implement new visual and performing arts and world 

languages approved standards. Funding for instructional materials and 

professional development in K-12 schools will ensure all students have 

access to quality arts education. 
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