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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AB 1706 (Mia Bonta) 

As Amended  August 11, 2022 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Requires the court to resentence, redesignate, or dismiss specified cannabis-related convictions. 

Senate Amendments 
Require, beginning March 1, 2023, and until June 1, 2024, the DOJ in consultation with Judicial 

Council to submit quarterly joint progress reports to the Legislature, instead of monthly, as 

specified.  

COMMENTS 

As Passed by the Assembly, this bill: 

1) Required the court to, on its own accord, to recall or redesignate specified cannabis 

convictions, as authorized by Proposition 64, the Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of 

Marijuana Act (AUMA), on or before March 1, 2023.  

2) Deemed all convictions eligible for relief under Proposition 64 that have not been challenged 

by the prosecution as unchallenged recalled, dismissed and redesignated, as applicable.  

3) Required the courts to update their records and report all cannabis convictions that have been 

recalled, dismissed, redesignated or sealed pursuant to Proposition 64 to the Department of 

Justice (DOJ) no later than March 1, 2023.  

4) Required the DOJ to ensure that all of the records in the state summary criminal history 

information database that have been recalled, dismissed, sealed or redesignated pursuant to 

Proposition 64 have been updated no later than July 1, 2023. 

5) Required the DOJ to conduct an awareness campaign regarding record changes for specified 

cannabis convictions.  

6) Required the Judicial Council and the DOJ to submit monthly joint progress reports to the 

Legislature on the status of cases recalled, dismissed, sealed and redesignated, starting March 

1, 2023, until June 30, 2024.  

According to the Author 
"I believe in a California that keeps its promises. AB 1706 fulfills the promise to Californians 

made by Proposition 64 of 2016 and later by AB 1793 of 2018 – that low-level cannabis records 

would be automatically sealed now that cannabis is legal under state law, allowing people to 

move on with their lives without serving the life sentence of collateral consequences from having 

a criminal history. While AB 1793 required the automatic sealing of cannabis records, it has not 

been implemented consistently, and while some counties were proactive in their implementation, 

others were not. AB 1706 will provide relief to the tens of thousands of deserving Californians 

who are still waiting. This is a must for people of color, especially for Black folks 

disproportionately targeted by the War on Drugs, which would further support California's 
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reentry goals. In a state where more than 12,000 cannabis licenses have been issued, California 

has a moral and economic imperative to not leave tens of thousands of residents with cannabis 

criminal records behind." 

Arguments in Support 
According to Last Prisoner Project, the sponsor of this bill, "As Californians, we have always 

been leaders in cannabis reform, but we are falling short on our promise to redress some of the 

most egregious harms caused by the War on Drugs. In 2018, we passed groundbreaking 

legislation that mandated the automatic sealing of cannabis criminal records for offenses that are 

no longer illegal. Authored by current Attorney General Rob Bonta, AB 1793 was a nation-

leading step not just in cannabis reform, but also in criminal justice reform, and has been 

modeled in many states since. Its automatic process ensured that the individual with the eligible 

record would not have to petition the court for relief; rather, that relief would be automatically 

provided in light of the state's repeal of cannabis prohibition. This evidence-based policy is 

aligned with the growing body of research showing that the petition process does not effectively 

provide relief to individuals who most need it, due to the numerous barriers involved. 

"Unfortunately, the implementation of AB 1793 has been inconsistent across the state. While 

some counties were proactive in implementing the legislation, others were not, and the statute 

lacks certain deadlines to ensure completion of the process. Though the legislation contains a 

now-passed deadline of July 1, 2020 for county district attorneys to provide necessary data to the 

courts, there was no deadline by which local courts needed to process these cases, and no 

oversight to ensure timely processing of records occurred. It is clear in studying this issue—as 

well as in the Judicial Council's own survey data—that there is wide variance in county 

compliance with the law, resulting in thousands of Californians not receiving the relief for which 

they are eligible. According to an investigation by the Los Angeles Times, there are at least 

34,000 cannabis-related records that still have not been fully processed by the courts. 

"These implementation gaps have created a system of justice by geography, and a solution is 

urgently needed." 

Arguments in Opposition 
None 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Senate Appropriations Committee: 

1) DOJ: The Department of Justice (DOJ) reports one-time costs of $343,000 in Fiscal Year 

(FY) 20223-23, and $2,000 in FY 2023-24 (General Fund) in order to 1) ensure all records in 

the state summary criminal history information database that have been recalled, dismissed, 

sealed, or redesignated pursuant to this bill to have been updated; 2) hire consulting services 

to identify/update records and IT systems, and participate and create a public awareness 

campaign; and 3) to provide "Rapsheet" spreadsheets for each county with qualifying 

event/record information. 

2) Judicial Branch:  Likely minor and absorbable costs to the trial courts to recall, resentence or 

re-designate remaining eligible marijuana convictions and update trial court records (Special 

Fund – Trial Court Trust Fund, General Fund).  The Budget Act of 2019 provided $13.9 
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million in FY 2019–20 and $2.929 million in FY 2020–21 for workload related to processing 

and clearing marijuana convictions. 

VOTES: 

ASM PUBLIC SAFETY:  7-0-0 
YES:  Jones-Sawyer, Lackey, Mia Bonta, Bryan, Stone, Santiago, Seyarto 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  12-0-4 
YES:  Holden, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Mike Fong, Gabriel, Eduardo Garcia, Levine, Quirk, 

Robert Rivas, Akilah Weber, Wilson 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Bigelow, Megan Dahle, Davies, Fong 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  67-0-11 
YES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Bloom, Mia Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, 

Carrillo, Cervantes, Chen, Choi, Cooley, Cunningham, Daly, Davies, Flora, Mike Fong, Fong, 

Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Gray, Grayson, Haney, 

Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, Lackey, Lee, Levine, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes, 

McCarty, Medina, Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Nguyen, Petrie-Norris, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, 

Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Blanca Rubio, Santiago, Seyarto, Smith, Stone, Ting, 

Valladares, Voepel, Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, Wilson, Wood, Rendon 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Berman, Bigelow, Boerner Horvath, Cooper, Megan Dahle, Kiley, 

O'Donnell, Patterson, Rodriguez, Salas, Villapudua 

 

SENATE FLOOR:  38-0-2 
YES:  Allen, Archuleta, Atkins, Bates, Becker, Borgeas, Bradford, Caballero, Cortese, Dahle, 

Dodd, Eggman, Glazer, Gonzalez, Grove, Hertzberg, Hueso, Hurtado, Jones, Kamlager, Laird, 

Leyva, Limón, McGuire, Melendez, Min, Newman, Nielsen, Ochoa Bogh, Pan, Portantino, 

Rubio, Skinner, Stern, Umberg, Wieckowski, Wiener, Wilk 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Durazo, Roth 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: August 11, 2022 

CONSULTANT:  Liah Burnley / PUB. S. / (916) 319-3744   FN: 0003801 




