
AB 1706 
 Page 1 

Date of Hearing:  April 6, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

AB 1706 (Mia Bonta) – As Amended March 10, 2022 

Policy Committee: Public Safety    Vote: 7 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires a court to recall, re-sentence or dismiss specified marijuana convictions 

consistent with previous law. Specifically, this bill: 

1) Requires the court, on or before March 1, 2023, to, on its own motion, recall or re-sentence 

specified marijuana convictions, as authorized by Proposition 64 (2016).  

 

2) Deems all convictions eligible for relief pursuant to Proposition 64 that have not been 

challenged by the prosecution to be recalled, re-designated, re-sentenced or dismissed, as 

applicable. 

 

3) Requires the courts to update their records and report all cannabis convictions that have been 

recalled, dismissed or sealed pursuant to Proposition 64 to the Department of Justice (DOJ) 

no later than March 1, 2023. 

 

4) Mandates, no later than July 1, 2023, DOJ confirm all eligible recalled, dismissed, or sealed 

marijuana convictions are removed or updated from the state’s criminal history information 

database.  

 

5) Requires DOJ to conduct a targeted public awareness campaign regarding record changes for 

specified cannabis convictions. 

 

6) Requires, beginning March 1, 2023, the Judicial Council and DOJ to submit monthly joint 

progress reports to the Legislature on the status of cases recalled, dismissed, sealed and re-

sentenced. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

1) One-time costs (General Fund (GF)) to DOJ of $159,000 in fiscal year (FY) 2022-23 and 

$65,000 in FY 2023-24 in additional staff to: (a) confirm all eligible marijuana convictions 

have been removed from the state summary criminal history information system, (b) conduct 

a targeted awareness campaign and (c) produce a monthly joint progress report to the 

Legislature. DOJ notes costs will depend on whether DOJ receives funding, by July 1, 2023, 

for a third-party Business Analyst Consultant to notify county prosecutors about the removal 
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of specified marijuana convictions from the state summary criminal history criminal history 

information system.  

2) Minor and absorbable costs to the trial courts to recall, resentence or re-designate remaining 

eligible marijuana convictions and update trial court records. The Budget Act of 2019 

provided $13.9 million in FY 2019–20 and $2.929 million in FY 2020–21 for workload 

related to processing and clearing marijuana convictions. Judicial Council believes costs 

associated with this bill may be performed with existing resources.  

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. According to the author: 

AB 1706 will provide relief to the tens of thousands of deserving 

Californians who are still waiting. This is a must for people of 

color, especially for Black folks disproportionately targeted by the 

War on Drugs, which would further support California's reentry 

goals. In a state where more than 12,000 cannabis licenses have 

been issued, California has a moral and economic imperative to not 

leave tens of thousands of residents with cannabis criminal records 

behind.  

2) Proposition 64 (2016).  Proposition 64 made several major changes including the 

decriminalization for possession of up to one ounce of cannabis, up to 8 grams of cannabis 

concentrates and cultivation of up to six cannabis plants. Proposition 64 also reduced the 

penalties for several marijuana-related offenses from felonies to misdemeanors and from 

misdemeanors to infractions. Proposition 64 also requires individuals to be re-sentenced to 

either a lesser penalty or to have their convictions recalled, dismissed and sealed. However, 

Proposition 64 requires an individual to file a petition in court in order to obtain conviction 

relief. Proposition 64 did not allow a court to dismiss an eligible conviction on its own 

motion and the initiative did not have a deadline for filing for relief. AB 1793 (Bonta) 

Chapter 993, Statues of 2018, expedited the identification, review and notification of 

individuals who may be eligible for recall or dismissal, dismissal and sealing or re-

designation of specified marijuana-related convictions under Proposition 64.  

 

3) Delay in Clearing Convictions. The Los Angeles Times estimates that, despite 

approximately 32,000 convictions that still have not been processed for re-sentencing or 

dismissal, and despite the July 1, 2020 deadline, DOJ still has 10,000 convictions left to seal.  

This bill deems all convictions eligible for relief under Proposition 64 that have not been 

challenged by the prosecution as unchallenged, recalled, dismissed and re-designated, as 

applicable. This bill would establish a deadline of March 1, 2023, for the courts, on their own 

accord, to automatically resentence or re-designate all eligible convictions, in cases where the 

prosecution did not file a challenge by the original January 1, 2020, deadline. This bill further 

requires that the courts update their records and report all convictions that have been recalled 

and re-designated to DOJ by March 1, 2023, and requires DOJ update its records in the state 

summary criminal history database by no later than July 1, 2023. 
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4) Prior Legislation. AB 1076 (Ting), Chapter 578, Statutes of 2019, requires DOJ, as of 

January 1, 2021, to review its criminal justice databases on a weekly basis, identify persons 

who are eligible for relief by having either their arrest records or conviction records withheld 

from disclosure, with specified exceptions, and required DOJ to grant that relief to the 

eligible person without a petition or motion to being filed on the persons behalf. 

Analysis Prepared by: Kimberly Horiuchi / APPR. / (916) 319-2081


