
SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Senator Anthony Portantino, Chair 

2021 - 2022  Regular  Session 

AB 1704 (Chen) - Podiatric radiography permit:  Radiologic Health Branch 
 
Version: June 20, 2022 Policy Vote: HEALTH 9 - 0, B., P. & E.D. 

14 - 0 
Urgency: No Mandate: No 
Hearing Date: August 1, 2022 Consultant: Agnes Lee 

 

Bill Summary:  AB 1704 would authorize the Radiologic Health Branch (RHB) of the 
California Department of Public Health (CDPH) to issue a person a limited permit in 
podiatric radiography if the person has completed a course in radiation safety and 
radiologic technology, which has been approved jointly by RHB and the Podiatric 
Medical Board of California (Board or PMBC), and if they satisfied eligibility 
requirements. 

Fiscal Impact: 

 CDPH estimates costs between $275,500 to $425,000 (General Fund) to promulgate 
regulations regarding the requirements of the new permit and to configure the 
existing licensing database to accept a new permit type.  
 

 PMBC indicates no fiscal impact.  

Background:  Existing law establishes the Radiological Technology Act, administered 
by the Radiologic Health Branch of the CDPH, to establish standards of education, 
training, and experience for persons who use x-rays on human beings and to prescribe 
means for assuring that these standards are met. Current law permits CDPH, as it 
deems appropriate, to grant limited permits to persons to conduct radiologic technology 
limited to the performance of certain procedures or the application of x-rays to specific 
areas of the human body, and to prescribe minimum standards of training and 
experience for those persons, and prescribe procedures for examining applicants for 
limited permits. The minimum standards must include a requirement that persons 
granted limited permits must meet those fundamental requirements in basic radiological 
health training and knowledge similar to those required for persons certified as full-
scope radiologic technologists, as CDPH determines are reasonably necessary for the 
protection of the health and safety of the public.   

The Podiatric Medical Board is a licensing entity tasked with oversight of practitioners of 
podiatric medicine (podiatrists) and administers and enforces the laws relating to 
licensure. Podiatric medicine is a branch of medicine that focuses on the foot and ankle. 
In California, it is defined as “the diagnosis, medical, surgical, mechanical, manipulative, 
and electrical treatment of the human foot, including the ankle and tendons that insert 
into the foot and the nonsurgical treatment of the muscles and tendons of the leg 
governing the functions of the foot.”  

Proposed Law:   Specific provisions of the bill would:  
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 Authorize the RHB to issue to a limited permit in podiatric radiography, authorizing 
radiography of only the foot, ankle, tibia, and fibula, if the following conditions are 
met: 

a) The person has completed a course in radiation safety and radiologic 
technology jointly approved by the RHB and the Board that requires a minimum 
of 120 hours of instruction, which may be completed online, that includes theory 
and clinical application in radiographic techniques specific to the operation of 
podiatric X-ray equipment. This didactic coursework may be completed online. 

b) In addition to the 120 hours of education, the person must complete additional 
in-person laboratory training, as determined jointly by the RHB and the Board, 
and perform a minimum of 50 supervised podiatric X-ray procedures. 

c) The person has satisfied the eligibility requirements defined in specified 
regulations, including passing CDPH-approved examinations in radiation 
protection and safety, and podiatric radiologic technology. 

 Require, no later than July 1, 2023, the RHB and the Board to jointly approve and 
make available at least one course that complies with the requirements of this bill. 

 Specify that a permit in podiatric radiography authorizes the holder to operate 
podiatric X-ray equipment only while under the supervision of a certified supervisor 
and operator who is a licensed doctor of podiatric medicine. 

 Specify that this bill does not increase the scope of practice of a doctor of podiatric 
medicine or authorize the holder of the permit to perform X-rays beyond the foot, 
ankle, tibia, and fibula. 

-- END -- 


