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Date of Hearing:  May 18, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

AB 1704 (Chen) – As Amended April 18, 2022 

Policy Committee: Health    Vote: 14 - 0 

 Business and Professions     19 - 0 

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill creates an alternate permit process for unlicensed personnel to perform X-ray imaging 

under the supervision of a licensed podiatrist. Specifically, this bill:  

1) Authorizes the Podiatric Medical Board of California (PMBC) to issue a person a limited 

permit in leg-podiatric radiography that exempts the permittee from existing radiologic 

certification and permitting requirements, if the person:  

a) Meets eligibility requirements established by the Department of Public Health (DPH).  

b) Completes a 100-hour course in radiation safety and radiologic technology jointly 

approved by the PMBC and the Radiologic Health Branch of the DPH that includes 

theory and clinical application in radiographic techniques specific to the operation of leg-

podiatric X-ray equipment. 

2) Requires, no later than July 1, 2023, the PMBC and the Radiologic Health Branch of the 

DPH to jointly approve and make available at least one course that complies with the 

requirements specified under this bill.  

3) Specifies that a permit in leg-podiatric radiography authorizes the holder to operate leg-

podiatric X-ray equipment in a podiatric office only while under the supervision of a certified 

supervisor and operator who is a licensed podiatrist.  

FISCAL EFFECT: 

The PMBC estimates one-time cost of $140,000 to add a new type of permit to the online license 

and registration system (Board of Podiatric Medicine Fund). The Department of Consumer 

Affairs recommends delaying implementation to July 1, 2024 to allow procurement of a vendor 

to make the necessary changes in the license and registration system.   

DPH estimates minor and absorbable costs to approve a course in radiation safety and radiologic 

technology.  

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. According to the California Podiatric Medical Association, sponsor of this bill: 
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To ensure patients receive the immediate care they need, podiatrists 

seek assistance from individuals to perform the in-office X-ray. These 

individuals, or “podiatric” medical assistants, are unique…as their 

primary duty is chairside assisting, while the secondary duty is to take 

foot and ankle X-rays…the X-ray equipment used in podiatrist office 

is unique and specialized.  Like dental, these are “low dose” X-ray 

tubes, mounted on standing platforms, providing the podiatrist with 

weight bearing images. Apart from fractures, nearly all other aspects of 

podiatric evaluation rely on weight bearing images… 

To accommodate this practice, a podiatric-specific limited X-ray 

permit category (known as “leg-podiatric”) was made available, 

allowing podiatric medical assistants to become certified… 

Unfortunately,…there are currently no schools in California offering or 

willing to offer courses specific to podiatry and all the other permit 

options are beyond the scope of podiatry. This situation has resulted in 

fewer and fewer podiatric medical assistants certified to take X-rays, 

creating a circumstance that harms individual and small group 

practices’ ability to provide proper patient care. 

According to the author: 

This bill will create an alternate pathway for trained Podiatric [medical 

assistants] to take a comprehensive course/exam, certified by the 

[PMBC], to perform X-rays on specialized podiatric X-ray equipment 

with built-in safety features, specific to the foot and ankle.  

2) Radiologic Technology Act. The Radiologic Technology Act (Act) was enacted to protect 

the public from excessive or improper exposure to ionizing radiation. The Act requires any 

individual who uses X-rays on humans for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes to meet certain 

standards of education, training and experience. Under the Act, DPH 1) certifies individuals 

as radiologic technologists in diagnostic, therapeutic and mammographic X-ray use; 2) 

certifies and permits licensed medical, osteopathic, podiatric and chiropractic doctors to use 

diagnostic or therapeutic X-rays within their scope of professional license; and 3) approves 

schools that provide the training courses for non-licensee certificates or permits. A certificate 

or permit holder may not use X-rays except under the supervision of a licentiate of the 

healing arts.  

 

3) Leg-Podiatric Radiography.  Currently, a leg-podiatric radiography permit authorizes 

radiography of the knee, tibia, fibula, ankle and foot. According to DPH, there are currently 

57 limited permit X-ray technicians who hold a leg-podiatric radiography permit. However, 

other certified and permitted individuals may perform leg-podiatric X-rays, such as the 2,674 

permitted extremity X-ray technicians and 27,634 certified radiologic technologists.  
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