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Purpose 
 

Allows naturopathic physicians to continue to prescribe drugs reclassified from Schedule 
III to Schedule II and requires Board of Pharmacy initial applicants to submit fingerprints for 
background checks.  
 
Background 
 

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) classifies drugs, substances and 
certain chemicals into five categories or schedules depending on the drug’s medical use and 
potential for abuse and dependence.  Schedule I drugs are considered the most dangerous and 
have a high potential for abuse, whereas Schedule III drugs would be considered less dangerous 
and have a lower risk than those contained in Schedules I and II.     
 

According to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, they planned to submit a 
recommendation package to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in 
December 2013 to reclassify hydrocodone (controlled substance) combination products from 
Schedule III to Schedule II.  If the HHS approves the recommendation and it is adopted by the 
DEA, the drug would be reclassified.     
 

A doctor of naturopathic medicine who has met certain criteria including obtaining a 
certificate to dispense, may prescribe drugs as outlined in statute.  The definition of drugs for 
naturopathic physicians excludes controlled substances listed in Schedule I and Schedule II, with 
the exception of morphine and certain homeopathic preparations.    
 

The Office of the Auditor General (OAG) completed an audit of the Board of Pharmacy 
(Board) in September 2013.  Within the audit, the OAG found the Board lacked rules on the 
governance of prescription drug substitutions and drug identification information and instead 
relied on federally provided information.  The OAG suggested codifying the practice of referring 
to such information in rule.   
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation.  
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Provisions 

Naturopathic Physicians 
 

1. Allows naturopathic physicians to prescribe substances that are reclassified from Schedule III 
to Schedule II after January 1, 2014. 

 
Board of Pharmacy 

 
2. Requires each applicant for initial license to submit fingerprints to the Board for obtaining 

criminal background checks and authorizes the Department of Public Safety to exchange 
fingerprint data with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

  
3. Removes requirements for the Board to adopt rules establishing a list of drugs that shall not be 

used as substitutions and rules on collecting code identification lists from manufactures. 
 

4. Makes technical and conforming changes. 
 

5. Becomes effective on the general effective date.     
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
1/17/14 
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