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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-First Legislature, Second Regular Session

FACT SHEET FOR H.C.R. 2018

funding ball ot measures; reauthorization

Purpose

Subject to voter approval, limits to eight years the validity of an initiative or referendum
measure that authorizes or requires the expenditure of state monies, and requires re-referral of
the measure to a vote of the qualified electors.

Background

In November of 1998, Proposition 105 was enacted by the voters and resulted in a series
of changes to the Arizona Constitution relating to the powers of initiative and referendum.
Specificaly, Proposition 105 prohibits the Governor from vetoing, and the Legislature from
repealing, any voter approved measure, with certain exceptions.

Prior to the enactment of Proposition 105, the Legislature, by a mgority vote, was
permitted to subsequently amend or repeal any ballot measure that had been approved by the
voters, except if the ballot measure was approved by a mgority of the people who were
registered to vote in this state, rather than by a majority of people who voted on the ballot
measure.

Additionally, Proposition 105 requires any changes made by the Legislature to a voter
approved initiative or referendum to further the purpose of the measure and receive at |east three-
fourths vote of the Legidature for enactment. Any changes made by the Legidature to a voter
approved initiative or referendum that appropriates funds to a specific purpose requires the
appropriation or diversion of such funds to further the purpose of the measure and receive at |east
three-fourths vote of the Legislature for enactment (Arizona Constitution, Art. 4, Pt. 1, § 1).

Thereis no fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this legislation, as any
reauthorization would be prospective only.

Provisions

1. Limits to eight years the validity of an initiative or referendum measure that authorizes or
requires the expenditure of state monies.

2. Requires re-referral of the measure to a vote of the qualified electors at the next genera
election, at which time, if approved by the voters and on proclamation of the Governor, it
shall be reauthorized for another eight years.
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7.

Requires the Auditor General to conduct a specia audit every five years to evaluate the costs
of each voter-protected measure. That audit shall examine the costs of each measure from
date of enactment to the present date.

Requires the Auditor General to submit copies of the special audit to the Governor, the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and provide a copy
to the Secretary of State, before August 15 of the audit year.

Specifies that this proposition applies to al initiative and referendum measures decided by
the voters at and after the November 2014 general election.

Requires the Secretary of State to submit the proposition to the voters at the next general
election.

Becomes effective if approved by the voters and on proclamation of the Governor.
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