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3 SENATE GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SB256
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8 SYNOPSIS:         Under existing law or rule, church owned or

9 operated buildings are subject to the standards of

10 the International Fire Code requiring fire

11 protection systems for buildings used as a

12 residential occupancy.

13 This bill would allow otherwise fire code

14 compliant buildings failing to have the required

15 fire protection systems for residential occupancy

16 to be used for a period of 90 days following the

17 declaration of a disaster by the state or federal

18 government if the church is hosting or housing

19 volunteers within the building who are responding

20 to the disaster if all the volunteers are 18 years

21 of age or over, and the church provides alternative

22 means to ensure life safety as prescribed by the

23 State Fire Marshal.

24  

25 A BILL

26 TO BE ENTITLED
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1 AN ACT

2  

3 To allow church owned or operated buildings that are

4 otherwise fire code compliant, but failing to have the

5 required fire protection systems for a residential occupancy

6 to be used for a period of 90 days following the declaration

7 of a disaster by the state or federal government if the church

8 is hosting or housing volunteers within the building who are

9 responding to the disaster, the volunteers are 18 years of age

10 or older; and the church is providing the alternative means of

11 life safety as prescribed by the State Fire Marshal.

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

13 Section 1. (a) For the purpose of this section, the

14 term "Church" shall mean an indefinite number of persons who

15 have made a public confession of religion and who are

16 associated together by a covenant of church fellowship for the

17 purpose of worshiping and watching over the spiritual welfare

18 of each other.

19 (b) Church owned or operated buildings that are

20 designed for occupancy as an assembly or business occupancy

21 and do not have the required fire protection systems for a

22 residential occupancy, but are compliant for the designed

23 occupancy may be used to house volunteers for a period of up

24 to 90 days following a declaration of a disaster by the state

25 or federal government if the volunteers are 18 years of age or

26 older.
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1 (c) The church shall notify the State Fire Marshal's

2 Office of the need to use the building to house volunteers and

3 the State Fire Marshal or one of his deputies shall instruct

4 the church on the requirement of a Fire Watch as defined in

5 Section 202, International Fire Code, 2009 Edition. The State

6 Fire Marshal's Office shall provide training to the church on

7 the responsibilities of the person or persons designated to

8 provide the fire watch. The fire watch shall provide the

9 alternative means of life safety during this limited time

10 period to ensure that those who are asleep are provided an

11 early warning to the presence of fire or any other threat to

12 life safety, call the emergency into the local 911 Center, and

13 assist occupants of the building to safety.

14 Section 2. This act shall become effective

15 immediately following its passage and approval by the

16 Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.
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